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ADDRESS OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE BRITISH 
AND FOREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY‘ SOCIETY TO BRI- 
TISH SUBJECTS HOLDING SLAVES IN THE DUTCH 
COLONY OF SURINAM. 


It is in no unfriendly spirit that we have resolved to address you on 
the position which you occupy as slave-holders in Surinam, and the 
duty which we believe to be incumbent upon you in relation thereto. 
i In your collective capacity, you hold a large body of your fellow- 
men, natives of Africa or their descendants, in slavery. You regard 
them as property ; and, as masters and owners, exercise over them 
an unlimited control. Your will is their law, and the power of 
enforcing that will is in your own hands. You can coerce labour, 
and inflict punishment at pleasure. Resistance on their parts, in 
' whatever form it may be manifested, is treated as a crime, the pe- 
: nalty of which is, in all cases, torture, and not unfrequently death. 
You thus deprive human beings, created like yourselves, in the 
image of God, of their personality. They are no longer men, but 
things. You deprive them of the rights of humanity by refusing 
them the solace of those relations which constitute the basis and the 
blessedness of the social state. By law, the husband, so called, may 
be torn from his wife, the children from their parents, as caprice or 
interest may seem to require. You despoil them of the rights of 
labour by denying them the liberty of choice in the selection of their 
work, by withholding from them the just reward of their toil, and 
by exacting from them a service, always reluctantly given, under 
the stimulus of the whip. 

This is no exaggerated picture of. your claims as slave-holders, 
nor of their degradation as slaves. But, we ask, is the relation you 
sustain towards your slaves an innocent one ? 

Look at its origin in the slave-trade! Had it never existed, 
slavery would never have been introduced into Surinam. Now that 
detestable traffic has been pronounced to be criminal by the whole 
of civilized Europe and America, and is both proscribed and punish- 
able by the laws of the Netherlands as well as those of your native 
land. By the laws of Great Britain, to which you are still amena- 
ble, the slave-trade is declared to be felony and piracy; and until 
within the last few years, adjudged, by the united voice of the 
Legislature, to be worthy of death; and, even now, under the miti- 
gated penal code of our common country, involves the penalty of 
transportation for life. If, then, to enslave men, for the purpose 
of making them articles of traffic, be criminal, to buy them, for the 
purpose of continuing them in a state of slavery, cannot be less cri- 
minal ; and, we would add, to hold them in slavery, either to gratify 
the lust of gain, or the love of power, is not less wicked. However 

ou may have become possessed of slaves, whether by purchase or 
quest, or otherwise, you are not Icss guilty in holding them asslaves, 
than were they who originally stole them or their progenitors, or 
obtained them by other unlawful means: and we would add, in one 
sense, even more guilty; for you claim their offspring, from the 
very womb, as your property, and perpetuate the original offence, 
as far as you can, from generation to generation. We hold that no 
lapse of time can render right, that which was originally and funda- 
mentally wrong; and that no human laws can justify or render 
innocent an act which in itself is a manifest violation of the common 
rights of our humanity. Slavery, however modified or sanctioned, 
is a crime before God which ought to be immediately abandoned. 

Under the Jewish. system, not only were men-stealers declared 
worthy of death, but the purchasers and holders of stolen men were 
subjected to the same penalty: ‘* He that stealeth a man and selleth 
him, or if he be found in his hand, he shall surely be put to death,” 
Exod. xxi. 16. And under the Christian dispensation, men-stealers 
are classed with the most atrocious offenders: ‘‘ The law is not 
made for a righteous man, but for the lawless, * * * * * for 
murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers, 
* * * * * * for men-stealers,” 1 Tim. i. 9, 10. Now modern 
slavery, that which you now uphold, had its origin in this enormous 
crime, which is thus denounced by the solemn judgment of God, as 
well as by the common consent of men. 

The golden rule, ‘‘ Whatsoever ye would that men should do unto 
you, do ye also unto them,” is universally binding upon men, because 
it involves in it the principles of humanity, equity, and justice. We 
ask you, then, to place yourselves in the position of your slaves, 

>and to inquire, ‘‘ Is it righteous to deprive you of your liberty, to 
despoil you of your manhood, and to perpetuate in your innocent 
offspring the wrongs that have been inflicted on yourselves? Is it 
equitable to rob you of the fruit of your toil, and to use you for ends 
into which your interests do not enter, and of which they do not and 
cannot form a part? Is it humane to coerce labour and enforce 
obedience by instruments of torture ?” We will not offend you, by 
doubting your answer to these questions: Then, ‘‘ Whatsoever ye 
would thes men should do unte you, do ye so unto them, for this is 
the law and the prophets.” - 
‘We have net dwelt on the incidents ef slavery as it wafers in 
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Surinam at the present time, because we have been more anxious 
to fix your attention on the evil itself than upon its adjuncts. 
It is right, however, that they should be glanced at. We observe, 
then, that it is a system eminently destructive of human life. 
The slaves in that colony are vanidiy decreasing from excessive 
toil, privations, and punishments. It is computed that the num- 
ber of deaths surpasses the number of births at tie rate of from 
three to five per cent. annually. This is a fearful fact, which 
should make every man tremble who is directly or remotely 
connected with it. To support a system which destroys human life 
at so great a rate, is to be guilty of homicide on a large 
scale, of the terrible future consequences of which we need scarcely 
remind you. Secondly, it is a system which necessarily involves a 
great amount of cruelty. You cannot cultivate your estates without 
having recourse to punishments always severe, and sometimes 
horrible and atrocious. What is the ordinary mode of coercion ? 
The whip, applied indiscriminately to the bare persons, both of male 
and female A eee in which every manly instinct is outraged and 
every womanly sensibility is treated with brutal contempt. And 
should your unfortunate slaves, in a moment of irritation or suffer- 
ing, resist or flee, a body of your own class will sit in judgment on 
them, and sentence them to be publicly whipped; and by a refine- 
ment of cruelty, known only in slave countries, add to their tor- 
ments by the position in which they are placed to receive the 
infliction. Stripped naked, both men and women, their wrists 
and ankles fastened together by cords, and a stick passed between 
the angles formed by their elbows and knees to prevent their mov- 
ing, they are thrown on the ground, and there lacerated until the full 
number of stripes ordered have been well laid on, and their bodies 
have been excoriated by the application of the whip. And this tor- 
ture, itis pleaded, is necessary to intimidate and keep your wretched 
slaves in order. We speak not of the addition of heavy chains and 
collars in common use to prevent escape from the plantations; of 
the dungeons in which slaves are incarcerated for various offences ; 
or of the hunting parties which are sometimes formed to recover 
runaways, and of the murders which not unfrequently occur in 
the search after them. We speak, however, from a knowledge of 
facts when we assert the brutal cruelty of the system. You who 
reside in the colony can corroborate what we have said, and you 
who reside out of the colony should know it, that your sensi- 
bilities may be quickened, and your consciences aroused. Thirdly, 
it is a system grossly immoral in all its tendencies, It brutalizes 
the slave, as well as those who administer it. Is the marriage tie 
respected? Alas, no! every estate is a scene of pollution, the 
grossness of which would be incredible were it not abundantly 
attested. The poor slaves have no connubial rights,—they can have 
none. It is a mockery to call their unions by the sacred name of 
marriage. For the most part their connexions ure promiscuous, 
and in this respect, in too many cases, the example is set them. 
by those who are, or who represent, their masters. We will not 
lift the veil further; but we pronounce the whole commerce be- 
tween master and slave to be in the highest degree immoral and 
revolting. 

As a consequence of the injustice, inhumanity, and immorality 
of the system, the slaves are, for the most part, if not universally, 
kept in a state of the grossest ignorance. From their minds the 
blessed light and grace of heaven is shut out upon principle. To 
instruct and enlighten them is deemed incompatible with their 
servile state. Let us not be told that they are taught on many 
estates, religious truth by missionaries and others. We are aware 
that there is the semblance of this on some plantations ;—but allow 
us to ask under what limitations and restrictions is instruction 
allowed to be imparted? We know from past experience in the 
British colonies, that so long as slavery is permitted to exist, in- 
struction worthy of the name cannot be imparted—it is impossible. 

s the slaves live, so they die, ignorant and unblest, and leave to 
their posterity the same degraded and wretched inheritance. 


How fearful then the responsibility connected with the main- 
tenance of this guilty system if Many of you, no doubt, bear a fair 
reputation amongst men—many of you endeavour to reconcile your 
treatment of your slaves with your better feelings—many of you, 
especially non-resident proprietors, would shrink from the applica- . 
tion of the whip by your own hands ; and probably, to ease your 
consciences, send out instructions to your attorney and agents to be 
humane. But we tell you that they cannot be humane, and return 
you an income such as you may require at their hands. With- 
out the whip, slavery would be everywhere unprofitable—it could 
not be sustained; we therefore appeal to you, we implore you, 
to use the influence and power which you possess to abolish the 
hateful system at once and for ever. We beseech you to remember 
that yott are Englishmen, and that the laws of your native land 
utterly sry ap every fperics of sieve borene | and that it forbids 
you, though tesiding ins fureign sduntty, Under heavy penalties, te 
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add to your slaves by purchase, or by any other illicit means. It 
would be a grateful spectacle were you to come forward spontane- 
ously and give liberty to your slaves. Your duty to God and to man 
requires this at your hands: we would therefore entreat you to 
vidsligate the rights of humanity and the laws of God, by doing this 
great act of justice. Whatever it might cost you in the way of 
self-sacrifice, would be amply — by the satisfaction it 
would bring to your own hearts. But would it be a sacrifice to 
emancipate your slaves? Look at your present position: your 
slaves are rapidly wasting away—your means are as rapidly decaying 
—your engagements are heavy—emancipation may save you if you 
set wisely, promptly, and zealously about it. Good men will cheer 
you in the work—your own consciences will prompt and approve the 
effort—and we may hope that the Divine blessing will follow the deed. 

Hitherto we have addressed you in your collective capacity, we 
would now, in conclusion, urge this great duty upon you individu- 
ally. Are there none amongst you willing to take the lead in this 
good work? You have illustrious examples in the United States 
and other countries, of men who have nobly acquitted themselves in 
this respect, and who have never regretted the act. We urgently 
request you to give practical effect to our appeal by emancipating, 
without delay, your numerous slaves; and to aid us in our earnest 
endeavours to promote the extinction of slavery and the slave-trade 
throughout the world. 

Signed on behalf of the Committee, 
THOMAS CLARKSON, 

27, New Broad-street, London, President. 

December 16, 1844. 





BRITISH SUBJECTS HELD IN SLAVERY—CUBA. 
(From the Parliamentary Papers.) 
MR. CRAWFORD TO THE EARL OF ABERDEEN. 

‘* Havana, February 19, 1843. 
‘‘ My Lorp,—I beg leave to inclose herewith copy of a letter 
which I addressed to the Captain-General on the J] 1th ultimo, and 
his Excellency’s reply of the 21st, relative to Daniel Kelsall, a free 
negro, one of a great number more who were many years ago de- 
ported from the Bahamas, and retained in slavery upon this island. 
Since his Excellency’s communication, [ have not heard further 
from him upon- the subject of Kelsall, but I am induced to think 
that very great caution will be observed as to his case, it bein 
precisely similar to those who were illegally taken from the Baha- 
mas about the same time, and who, with their progeny, amount to 
SEVERAL THOUSANDS, toiling in slavery as they have been so long 
and so many years. 

‘* T venture to suggest to your Lordship that the vastness of this 

_question and the interest which it involves, as well as the opposition 

and difficulties which will ever be opposed to claims for the libera- 
tion of such unfortunates as this Kelsall, and the rest in parallel 
circumstances, renders it impossible to deal with it here ; and 
therefore your Lordship will consider of the necessity or expediency 
of so momerftous a matter being made the subject of special nego- 
tiation with the mother country, and positive orders being sent here 
to carry the arrangement which may be come to, into immediate 
effect. I am thoroughly impressed with the conviction that here 
we can effect nothing, however just our pretensions, because where 
the liberation from slavery of so many labourers is involved, the 
whole power and influence, and I add, the wealth of the pro- 
prietors of the island generally, will be employed to sway the 
authorities, and of these I very much doubt that even the best dis- 
posed would venture to decide for liberty, unless supported by the 
opinion of the Supreme Government of Spain, favourable to just 
pretensions and proofs, such as can be adduced, and are in a great 
state of forwardness at the Bahamas. 

‘* T have good authority for saying that there are many estates in 
this island where the English language alone is spoken amongst the 
slaves, thus clearly showing their origin; and I have no doubt that 
if made subject of negotiation, every one of those unfortunates would 
be rescued from bondage, wherein they are now illegally suffering. 


** T have, &c. 
< * Jos. T. Crawrorp.” 


(Signed) 
‘* Havana, June 5, 1843. 

‘*My Lorv,—Not having received any farther communication 
from his Excelleney the Captain-General, relative to Daniel Kel- 
sall, since the 21st of January last, to which I adverted in my de- 
spatch of the 19th of February, addressed to your Lordship, I wrote 
again to General Valdes on the 25rd ultimo, reminding him of that 
peas man’s case; and I have now the honour of acquainting your 

ordship, that his Excellency has again directed the Governor of 
Santiago de Cuba to expedite the proceedings which he was ordered 
to institute so many months ago. 

‘¢ The great delay which has taken place goes to strengthen the 
opinion expressed to your Lordship, upon which I ventured the 
suggestion contained in my despatch of the 19th February of this 
year, as regards the whole of the negroes who were brought into 
this island from the Bahamas, a matter of vast and urgent import- 
ance, which, I fear, the authorities of this island will not venture 
to dispose of without the most positive instructions from the Su- 
preme Government of her Catholic Majesty. 

‘* Under this impression, Daniel Kelsall being one of the un- 
fortunates brought from our islands, I am apprehensive that much 
more delay will take place, even if means are not devised to defeat 
our efforts to obtain his freedom and restoration to the Bahamas. 

** Thave, &c. 


Signed) 


“‘ Jos. T. Crawrorp.” 





THE EARL .OF ABERDEEN TO MR. CRAWFORD. 


é ‘* Foreign Office, 25, 1843. ° 
‘* Sin,—I herewith transmit to yowa copy of a vend an of its 
enclosures, received at this de sent from the ni ce, on 
the subject of negroes said to have been ittegally removed about 
ea “wage ago from the British island of Exuma, near Barbadoes, 
into Cuba, where they are now puPpoved to be held in slavery. 
‘+ T have to desire that you will make inquiry into the truth of the 
statement contained in the accompanying papers, and that you will 
report to me the result thereof, for the information of her Majesty's 
Government. ‘Tam, &c. 
(Signed) 
[ Enclosure. ] 
MR. STEPHEN TO VISCOUNT CANNING, 
‘+ Downing-street, July 14, 1843. 

‘* My Lorp,—I am directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you, 
for the consideration of the Earl of Aberdeen, the accompanying 
copy of a despatch from Sir Francis Cockburn, with its enclosures, 
relative to the abduction from Exuma into Cuba, of twelve slaves 
by a Mr. Gathorne. 

‘* This transaction appears, from the annexed depositions, to have 
occurred about twenty years ago; and having reference to the 
opinion of the Queen’s Advocate-General inclosed in Mr. Fox 
Strangway’s letter to this department of the 7th September, 1838, 
Lord Stanley apprehends that ber Majesty’s Government is not 
entitled to demand the unconditional restitution of these negroes b 
the Spanish Government. I am, however, to request that you will 
move the Earl of Aberdeen to cause inquiries to be made into the 
subject, with a view to the restoration to freedom, if practicable, of 
such of the said slaves, or their descendants, as may still be found 
in Cuba, ** T have, &c. 

(Signed) “ James STEPHEN.” 
[First Sub- Enclosure. ] 
SIR F. COCKBURN TO LORD STANLEY. 
** Government House, Barbadoes, June 6, 1843. 

““ My Lorp,—Lieutenant-Governor Nesbit having received a 
communication from Mr. Turnbull, in which it wag stated that there 
were grounds for believing that a Mr. Gathorne had some years 
ago wilfully and wrongfully conveyed a number of his slaves away 


‘* ABERDEEN.” 


& | from Exuma, an island of this colony, and landed them in Cuba, 


Mr. Nesbit lost no time in directing Mr. Cartwright, @ stipendiary 
magistrate, to make every possible inquiry on the subject, and to 
forward the result without delay. . . . 

‘* By the accompanying document, No. 1, received a few da 
ago from Mr. Cartwright, it appears the suspicions of Mr. Turnbull 
were but too well founded. By document No. 2, your Lordship 
will perceive that I have had communication’ with the Attorney- 
General of the colony on the subject of Mr. Gathorne’s criminal 
conduct, Whether he is still alive, I have not as yet béen able to 
ascertain; but under any circumstances, it would seem, from the 
Attorney-General’s opinion, the only certain means of furnishing 
and doing away, as far as is now possible, with the effect of his im- 
proper conduct, would be by obtaining, through the Spanish Go- 
vernment, an authority for the restoration of such of the said slaves 
or their descendants as may still be found in Cuba. I shall avail 
myself of the first opportunity of sending a copy of this letter and 
its enclosures from the Attorney-General, for the information of 
Mr. Crawford, her Majesty's Consul at the Havana, that he may 
either act. thereon at once, or obtain such further information as 
may facilitate his so doing when further instructed by her Majesty’s 
Government. * T have, &c. 

(Signed) “Fran. Cocxpurn. 

‘* The Lord Stanley, 

&e. &e. 

‘PS. No time should be lost in endeavouring to obtain all fur- 
ther information, and more particularly from the men-drivers Minns 
and Towerhill Darville, mentioned by Mr. Cartwright as residing 
at Long Island, and present when the abduction of the slaves was 


trated. 
cee (Signed) “FP. Cc.” 
[Second Sub- Enclosure. ] 
MR. CARTWRIGHT TO MR. NESBIT. 
“ Exuma, May 2, 1843. 

‘¢ Str,—In answer to your request, that I should obtain informa- 
tion relative to the abduction of twelve slaves from this island by 
Mr William Gathorne, I beg leave to state that— 

‘¢ T found out, as directed, a man named Pollidore, living at the 
west end of the island, who declares that he did not know Mr. Ga- 
thorne’s people, having lived in another part of the island, and says 
that a man named Pollidore, who formerly was a slave of Mr. 
Gathorne’s, died at the west end some time in December last, which 
I find is correct, and presumed this must have been the individual 
pointed out by Mr. Turnbull, and whose death occurred before I 
received your communication on this subject, which I only got in. 
the beginning of this year, on my way from this district, by which 
it was out of my power to procure information before. 

‘‘T have since, by making active inquiries, found out a man 
named Adam Curtis, whose statement bearing on this point, and 
given in a very intelligent manner, I beg leave to subjoin, as well as 
the statement of one John Barr, who is also acquainted with the 
affair, having had a relation carried off with them who is mentioned 
by Adam Curtis, and, with the child, will*make up the number 
twelve, reported by Mr. Turnbull. Should any further information — 
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on this subject be required, it will be more fully obtained from 

Driver Minns, alluded to, or Towerhill Darville, now of Long 

Island, who was in the vessel, 
** T have, &c. : 

(Signed) ‘* Heveay E. Cartwricur. 

** Stipendiary Justice.” 


[Third Sub- Enclosure. ] 


Declarations of Adam Curtis and John Barr. 

‘* Personally appeared before me, H. E. Cartwright, a Stipendiary 
Justice of the Peace, this 2nd May, 1843, Adam Curtis, who being 
duly sworn, maketh the following statement relative to the abduc- 
tion of slaves from Barratana Exuma by Mr. Gathorne, viz.— 

** That at the time of Mr. Gathorne’s taking away his slaves, he 
Geponent) was serving in the capacity of a domestic to Mr. Curtis, 
of Stocken Island, Exuma, but was at Pudding Point Cut, Barra- 
tana, on board a small vessel belonging to his master on the even- 
ing when Mr. Gathorne took off his slaves; that he recollects and 
could identify the following individuals, whom he frequently saw 
at Barratana. 


Murphy. Neptune. 
Hatty (his wife). Mary (2nd). 
Jukey. Polly. 

ay. Fanny. 
July. Moses. 


All of whom nal shipped by Mr. Gathorne on board the schooner 
Chosen Favourite, in which they left Exuma, but cannot recollect 
any other persons who assisted in the abduction, except Mr. Ga- 
thorne and his son, William Gathorne. ss 

is 


(Signed) ‘* Apam * Corts, 
Mark. 

‘* Personally appeared before me, E. H. Cartwright, a Sti- 
pendiary Justice OF the Peace, this 8rd day of May, 1843, John 
Barr, who being duly sworn, stateth as follows, relative to the ab- 
duction of Mr. Gathorne’s slaves, viz. 

‘* That, about twenty years ago, he happened to be at Barratana, 
-on his way.from Nassau te Townhead Exuma, where he saw Mr. 
Gathorne’s vessel, the Chosen Favourite, being prepared for a 
voyage to take away his slaves. The only free person he knows 
implicated in this abduction was Driver Minns, the pilot, now resi- 
dent in Nassau ; that he could not positively swear to the identity of 
the negroes, with the exception of his relative Nanny and child, 
Murphy Stout, and two female children, whose names he forgets. 


his 
(Signed) 


* Joun 4 Barr. 
fi. Mark. 

a proveing statements of John Barr and Adam Curtis were 
made before me by them voluntarily, on the respective dates men- 
tioned, The same being, as far as 1 am able to judge, fully under- 

** Henry E. Cartwricur, 


stood by them. 
. (Signed) 
‘* Stipendiary Justice.” 


[Fourth Sub-Enclosure. ] 
** June 5, 1843. 

‘ “Memorandum on Mr. Stipendiary Justice Cartwright’s letter 
and enclosure of 2nd May, 1843, relative to an alleged abduction of 
slaves from the island of Exuma, by a certain William Gathorne. 

~ “ The Actof Parliament, 5 Geo. IV., cap. 113, which came into 
operation on the Ist January,1825, and which declared the dealing 
in slaves on the high seas to be piracy, repealed all former Acts 
relating to the slave-trade, except in so far as they may have been 
acted upon prior to that date. To authorise, therefore, criminal 
proceedings to be now instituted against any of the parties implicated 
in the case in question, it must be clearly shown that the abduction 
took place after the Ist January, 1825; and as the informations sub- 
mitted to me are not precise as to dates, it does not appear to me 
that criminal proceedings can now be maintained. This circum- 
stance will not, however, I think, interfere with the just claim of 
the persons so abducted to their freedom. For evenif they were 
removed prior to the 1st January, 1825, yet they must have been 
removed in contravention of the then existing law, 46 Geo. III., 
cap. 52, under which such removal worked a forfeiture to the 
Crown; and as the effect of all such forfeitures was freedom to the 
slaves forfeited, it appears to me that the moment the parties at 
Exuma were embarked for the purpose of such illegal removal, the 
forfeiture was complete, and their right to freedom instantly vested, 
and connot be barred by any subsequent repeal of the then existing 
law. (Signed) “ G. C. Anpgrson, 

: ‘* Attorney- General.” 


THE EARL OF ABERDEEN TO MR. CRAWFORD, 
‘* Foreign Office, August 28, 1843. 

‘* Srr,—I referred to her Majesty’s Advocate-General Mr. Turn- 
bull’s despatch of the 16th June, 1841, and ape despatch of the Ist 
of August of last year’s series, together with other communications 
teceived at this department from the Colonial Office, on the subject 
of a number of negroes, natives of the Bahamas, said to have been 
illegally removed many years ago from those islands, and to be now 
held in slavery in Cuba. I referred also to that officer a despatch 
addressed by Mr. Turnbull to Lord Stanley on the 22nd December, 
1842, enclosing a mass of depositions and evidence collected by that 
gentleman at the Bahamas and in Cuba respecting the negroes in 
question. : 

** T have now to state to you, for your information and guidance, 


that her Majesty’s Government would not be entitled to claim as 
free subjects the negroes said to have been imported twenty years 
ago into the island of Cuba from the Bahamas, even if identified. 
The fact of their having been taken away from the Bahamas before 
the abolition of slavery in the British colonies, would be an effectual 
bar to a claim of this kind. 

“* Nor, indeed, would her Majesty’s Government havea right to’ 
claim such persons on ying compensation to their present owners, 
unless with the consent of such owners ; for at the time of the pass- ’ 
ing of the Slavery Abolition Act they had quitted the Bahamas, and 
wht es a Spanish colony, to which the law of England does not 
extend, 

8 may I have to acquaint you that the Queen’s Advocate has 
reported that having perused the voluminous evidence collected by 
Mr. Turnbull at the Bahamas and in Cuba, he has not been able, 
out of all the numerous cases which Mr. Turnbull inquired into, to 
discover a single well-authenticated instance of anegro having been 
imported into Cuba from the Bahamas since the passing of the 
Slavery Abolition Act. 

“Tam, &c. 


(Signed) ‘* ABERDEEN.” 





AN APPEAL ON THE INIQUITY OF SLAVERY AND 
THE SLAVE-TRADE: ISSUED BY THE YEARLY 
MEETING OF THE RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, HELD IN LONDON, 1844. 


Tue sins of slavery and of the slave-trade have long and very 
seriously claimed the attention of the members of our religious 
society. So far back as the year 1761, this meeting condemned 
the unchristian traffic in negroes, and enjoined that all who persevered 
in a conduct so reproachful to Christianity, should be pleaded with, 
and if they did not desist from it, no longer be considered as mem- 
bers of the society. 

From that period to the present, a testimony has been uniformly 
borne against these abominations, and we have repeatedly felt it to 
be a duty publicly to set forth the unrighteousness of such practices : 
and also, from one time to another, to petition our legislature on 
behalf of those who are so cruelly treated under this system of op- 
pression and wickedness, 

Our hearts are afresh affected with sorrow in contemplating the 
extent to which slavery still exists; and we feel it to. be once more 
our religious duty to Po the cause of these suffering victims of 
avarice and cruelty, and to advocate the principles of righteousness, 
mercy, and truth. . 

Slavery is a grievous sin against God, who is the Almighty Ruler 
of the universe. ‘‘ He hath made of one blood all nations of men for to 
dwell on all the face of the earth.” In his infinite love and goodness, 
He has mercifully designed that the whole family of man should, 
without distinction, enjoy both liberty and ig < ase But the 
human race are not only brethren of one family by creation; they 
are all the objects of that redemption which comes through the Lord 
Jesus Christ: He tasted death for every man. The light of the 
Spirit of God shineth upon the hearts of all : ‘* Jesus Christ enlight- 
eneth every man who cometh into the world.” Thereligion which 
He taught enjoins us to love all men, and to do good toall. His 
commandment is, ‘‘ All things whatsoever ye would that men should 
do to you, do ye even so to them.” 

With the full and free enjoyment of these great inalienable bless- 
ings of the gospel, by his brethren of the African race, the slave- 
holder dares to interfere. He buys and sells his fellow-men, as he. 
does the beasts that perish. He takes possession of their offspring 
and presumptuously calls them his pre rty, thus preventing the 
exercise of those parental duties which God in his providence has 
appointed. The slave-holder exacts the unrequited labour of the 
slave according to his own caprice or pleasure, cruelly subjecting | 
him to the torture of the whip. Holding and treating man as 
chattels, he so assumes the control of his will, his understanding, 
and his other faculties, that he interferes with the free performance 
of the worship of his Creator, and debars him from the full enjoy- 
ment of the gospel of life and salvation. Man, without distinction 
of clime or colour, is placed on the earth as a moral, responsible 
being ; but the slave-holder deprives the slave of the means of ful- 
filling the duties which devolve upon him in this character. Man is 
endowed with talents which he is to employ and improve for the 
good of his race, and the glory of the gracious Giver ; but the slave- 
holder prevents the cultivation and the use of these talents; and 
thus frustrates the purposes of Him who bestows them. 

Other gross infractions of the Divine law are the consequences of 
this unrighteousness. The conjugal, parental, and filial affections 
are cruelly lacerated, and utterly disregarded. The tortures and 
indignities to which the slave is subjected, re age and debase his 
mind. But such treatment does not deprive him of the conviction 
that he the faculties of a rational being: hence a most 
humiliating sense of his degraded condition is often painfully felt. 
He sees those who are around him in the full enjoyment of their 
personal liberty ; and his native love of freedom, his conviction that 
this is also his just and natural right, render his situation intoler- 
able. 

This system, by which ‘great numbers of mankind, free by 
nature, are subjected to inextricable bondage, hath often been 
observed,” to use the omar of this meeting in the year-1758, 
“to fill their possessors with haughtiness, tyranny, luxury, and 
barbarity, corrupting the minds and debasing the morals of their 





children, to the unspeakable prejudice of religion and virtue, and 
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the exclusion of that Boy Spirit of universal love, meekness, and 
charity, which is the unchangeable nature and the glory of true 
Christianity.” These evil consequences of slavery, which are thus 
forcibly set forth by a former generation, are equally descriptive of 
its effects at the present day; and such we believe will ever be the 
fruits of this complicated sin. - weit dilt 

But a multiplied and an indescribable amount of cruelty and 
wickedness is perenienes to uphold and to continue the crime of 
slavery. To its existence all the horrors of the slave-trade may 
be traced, which is carried on by the continual practice of false- 
hood, deceit, and cunning; and which gives rise to and fosters 
plunder, barbarity, and murder, and the exercise of all the wicked 
passions of the evil heart of man. The ravages and the wars 
which have been going on for centuries, for the purpose of procur- 
ing slaves; and the consequent death of millions of human beings, 
are all to be attributed to the upholding of slavery. The heart- 
rending sufferings on the voyages from the shores of Africa to the 
countries where slavery prevails, have been often vividly depicted, 
though these descriptions are far below the reality ; and these 
miseries still continue, the certain effects of such wickedness. May 
the Lord Almighty, in his in finite power and love, be pleased to 
hasten the day when they shall cease to exist. 

In contemplating these wide-spread calamities, we rejoice with 
gratitude to the Author of every good, to be able to say that, with 
very little exception, slavery is abolished by law throughout the 
colonies and dependencies of the British Empire. Other European 
nations, however, possess colonies in which this crime has long 
existed. It is estimated that there are about three hundred and 
fifty thousand slaves in the colonies of France and Holland and 
Denmark. We observe, with sincere satisfaction, that the subject 
of slavery is claiming the increased attention, both of the govern- 
ments and the people of those countries. Spain still holds hundreds 
of thousands of Africans in cruel unmitigated bondage in her 
colonies of Cuba and Porto Rico, and carries on a dreadful slave- 
trade to the African shores, to supply the places of thousands who 
annually die under the cruelties of slavery. It is estimated that in 
the extensive and fertile empire of Brazil, where the slave-trade 
wv rages to a fearful extent, there are upwards of two millions of 
slaves. 

In the United States of North America, within the limits of the 
federal government, which professes to be founded on the principles 
of equality, liberty, and justice, more than two millions and a half 
of slaves are held as property by their fellow-men. In addition to 
this, an extensive slave-trade is carried on from one part of the 
Union to the other. Tens of thousands of men, women, and chil- 
dren, sometimes in families, at others by the forced and eruel 
separation of the tenderest ties of nature, are annually sold as 
articles of merchandise and sent from the Old States, where they 
are reared for sale in large numbers, and where the soil has been 
exhausted by slave labour, to the more newly-settled States in the 
south-west ; there to continue subjected to the wretchedness and the 
miseries of slavery. What an outrage to all law, moral and divine ! 

The same system extensively prevails in many of the States on 
the southern shores of the Mediterranean, and in Egypt, with the 
inseparable appendages of cruelty and tyranny.. But what can those 
who call themselves Christians say to Mahometans, when they have 
not cleared themselves of the sin? If, on the other hand, they had 
wholly delivered themselves from this evil, what could they not 
say, and that with powerful effect, to those States, and to other parts 
of a? world where man is held in degrading bondage by his fellow- 
man sia jon fis 

This review comprebends a very brief notice of the sufferings of 
six millions of our brethren, exclusive of the countless:thousands 
who annually die, either at the period of their capture, on their way 
to the coast, on their passage across the Atlantic, or on their arrival 
at the destined port. And let it be ever remembered that these 
miseries. are inflicted upon men who are the innocent victims of such 
injustice. 

So ng! as slavery exists, there is no reasonable ground to expect 
but that the slave-trade will in one form or another also continue to 
exist. Armed vessels, to which we as a religious body can give no 
countenance whatever, have for thirty years been fitted out at an 
enormous expenditure of money, and the loss of the lives of multi- 
tudes thus employed. But the slave-trader pursues his course to 
as great, fe extent as when these measures were first attempted, and 
that in defiance of the efforts of governments, and in utier disre- 
gard of humanity and justice. 


We therefore feel ourselves engaged, in the love of Christ our 
Saviour, to call upon all men everywhere, and especially upon those 
who profess to believe in Him, to do what is in their power, in the 
spirit of the gospel, to promote the utter and immediate extinction 
of slavery ; to consider what it is their duty to do, asin the Divine 
sight, to set the oppressed free, and to avail themselves of every 
suitable opportunity to plead their cause with those in authority. 
The iniquity of this practice has of later years been much more 
clearly and fully exposed; and in proportion to the light bestowed 
on 98, Seat and. the enormity of any sin will be our guilt, if we 
neglect to make use of. this light. 

We respectfully appeal to the rulers, and to all. in authority, in 
those nations which sanction slavery ; and we entreat them to use 
the influence entrusted to them. by. effecting. the speedy adoption of 
those «measures which would, completely accomplish the, object in 
view. We would remind the.nulers: of ithe r ‘sponsibilities attached 
to them by the high stations which they bold in sogiety. As they 


they may at present think. In-this labour of love, of justice, and of 
thercy, they may ask for the blessing of God upon their efforts, and 
humbly trust that He will not withhold it. 

We further entreat the intelligent and the humane everywhere ; 
all, indeed, who Jove their fellow-men, to apply themselves to a 
patient, full, and impartial examination of the real character and 
extent of slavery,—to give themselves up to feeling and to pity for 
the unhappy and innocent sufferers under this system of iniquity. 

We earnestly beseech those,to whom such an appeal more im- 
mediately applies, not to be influenced by prejudice against any of 
their fellow-men on account of the colour of their skin. All the 
unrighteous distinction, which is the result of this prejudice, tends 
to alienate that ieeling of brotherhood which ought to prevail 
throughout the whole family of man. In those countries where it 
is cherished, it forms one-of the greatest barriers to the abolition of 
slavery and the removal of its injurious consequences. And we 
believe it to be contrary to the will of God, to deprive any one, on 
account of a difference of colour from ourselves, of the entire and 
free enjoyment of all the civil and social rights and privileges of 
man. 

All men may exercise an influence for good, if they act uprightly. 
We therefore invite our brethren, in our own country and else- 
where, to take a part in diffusing just and correct views of slavery 
and the slave-trade, and of the dreadful evils inseparable from 
them: they may thus essentially serve the cause of the suffering 
and the oppressed. It is as the community at large in any 
country are brought to act from conviction upon the eternal prin- 
ciples of righteousness, that the governments of such countries are 
strengthened to enact and tocarry out wise legislative measures for 
the removal of national sins and the increase of the true happiness 
of man. 

We fervently desire that every one who labours in this cause of 
justice and mercy may be concerned and strengthened to act in 
the spirit of love, with a sound mind, in Christian firmness, in the 
fear of God, and in humble, continual dependence on his blessing. 

Our hearts turn with pity and with sorrow to the slave-holders. 
Such are too generally and too mournfully the demoralizing effects 
of slavery and the slave-trade on those who are involved in this 
system of unrighteousness, that their consciences become seared and 
their hearts hardened by a continual familiarity with the circum- 
stances by which they are surrounded, But we remember that the 
slave-holders also are our brethren. In some instances they may 
have been introduced into their present situation by cireumstances 
over which they had no control; in others the mind may be. more 
enlightened than it once was, to see the sin of slavery; and then 
great must be the bitterness of their souls, when their consciences 
accuse them of living in continual violation of the law of God. If 
these pages should fall into the hands of a slave-holder, we earnestly 
saree tee in the love of the gospel, to be willing that his eyes 
should be fully opened to see, and his heart to understand, his real 
position. May the Lord be pleased, by the light of his Holy Spirit, 
to show him the true character of slavery and the slave-trade, to 
bring home to his feelings and to his judgment the extent to which 
he is thus individually involved in these iniquities, and to give him 
strength utterly to. clear himself from them. — 

May the Father of: mercies, in his boundless love and power, 
direct and. bless every effort made to put an end to this iniquity. 
And may the day be hastened, when violence and oppression shall 
no more be heard within the borders of Africa,—when slavery shall 
wholly disappear from the face of the earth. et! : 

Signed, in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting of the Religious 
Society of Friends, held in London, by adjournments, from the 
22nd of the 5th.month, to the 31st of the same inclusive, 1844, 

by Georce Sracey, 
Clerk to the Meeting this Year. 


THE REV. DR. CHALMERS. 


Messrs. Cruickshank and Dunlop, the Secretaries to the Edinburgh 
Emancipation Society,, have, forwarded to the editor of the Witness 
the correspondence which has taken place between themselves and 
Dr. Chalmers, in relation to his Jetter to Dr.Smyth, of Charleston, 
inserted in our last.. It.is as follows :— ae 
Letter from the Secretaries of the Emancipation Society te the Rev..Dr. 
: -Chalmers, e (40twoe 
es “529, Lauriston-lane, 4th Dec.,; 1844. 

Reverend Sir,—At a’ meeting of the Committee of the Edinburgh 
Emancipation Society, held to-day, there was laid before the Committee 
a printed letter, purporting to be a copy of one addressed by you to the 
Rev. Dr. Thomas Smyth, of Charleston. The Committee are informed 
that this letter is receiving a most extensivé circulation in the United 
States, and there is little doubt that it will find its way into the news- 
papers of this country. The Committee, however, do not feel themselves 
warranted in assuming, without farther information, that the letter is 
authentic; and it. will afford them much satistaction to have authority 
from you for making known that such is not the case, and thus counter- 
acting in some measure the prejudicial effecton.the anti-slavery cause, 
ae they consider the circulation of such a letter is calculated to ipro- 

ce. : ¥ OF as wt sIG@qsas 

By direction of the Committee, we. therefore“enclose'a copy, and 
respectfully request that, at your earliest convenience, you will inform us 
whether the letter, as thus given, has emanated fromeyous 200: \: “> 

We are, reverend Sir, with great xespect, 

ours verysineerelys s no ; 





halt 
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dare to do right, it will be much casler te accomplish the work than 


nae ¥ 6 me @ 
(Signed). » Ep, ,Cavienanans, }iseoe, 
Rev. Thomas Chalmers, D.D,, &c., dcr 
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The Rev. Dr. Chalmers to Mr. Cruickshank. 


ers Morningside, Dec. 5th, 1844. 
Dear Sir,—I cannot at présent lay my hands on the copy which I 
retained of my letter to Dr. Smyth; but 1 believe that the copy which 
you have transmitted to me is correet in évery particular, “4 
; I am, dear Sir, yours truly, 
Edward Cruickshank, Esq. THomas CHALMERS. 


Mr. Cruickshank to Rev, Dr, Chalmers. 


9, Lauriston-lane, 7th Dec., 1844. 

Rev. and Dear Sir,—It was late yesterday afternoon when I received 

our note respecting the letter of 25th September, addressed to the 
Res. Dr. Smyth of Charleston; and I have to thank you for replying so 
promptly to the inquiry as to its genuineness. 

I now beg to enclose some extracts from a communication received by 
an influential abolitionist in England, from the well-known Lewis Tap- 
pan, of New York, dated the 15th ult., and which has been referred to 
the Committee of the Emancipation Society here. 

The writer’s comments on your letter, although bearing only the 
authority of an individual, exhibit, I am persuaded, on the whole, a fair 
representation of the view which is taken of the subject by the Anti- 
slavery party generally in the United States, and correctly express the 
extent of their fears as to the unfavourable influence likely to be exerted, 
on the American mind especially, by such a letter. 

Great importance unquestionably attaches at the present moment to 
any public manifestation of opinion on the part either of the Free 
Church of Scotland collectively, or of any of its more eminent members, 
respecting any matter which may involve the sacred interests of civil and 
religious liberty, and perhaps above all, slavery, which so signally involves 
both. Before your letter, therefore, to Dr. Smyth, with the relative 


extracts from Mr, Tappan’s,-be published here, as I have reason to 
believe it shortly will, whether at the instance of our Emancipation Com- |*w, 


mittee or not, I cannot but feel very desirous that you should have the 
opportunity of making such explanations or additional remarks as you 
may think, under these circumstances, desirable, for preventing any mis- 
understanding of your meaning in the letter, or of your view of that 


‘momentous question at issue in the growing conflict between American 


Christianity and American slavery. 

I need hardly add that your wishes as to the publishing of any commu- 
nication with which you may favour me, shall be carefully attended to. 

I am tempted, before concluding, to refer to the hope you express that 
the resolutions of the’ Commission of the Free Church may ‘‘ prove satis- 
factory’’—satisfactoty, that’ is, as'I understand it, to Dr. Smyth and his 


‘slaveholding' brethren inthe Southern States. May I take the liberty of 


reminding you that, if satisfactory to them, those resolutions must be far 
indeed from satisfactory to the best friends of the slave. What was ex- 
pected from the. Free Church was at least a faithful remonstrance with 


‘her sister. churches of America, on the sin of slave-holding, an earnest 


reproof of guilty conduct,—not a partial and palliating deliverance 
intended merely ¢o satisfy. 
oj x I am, Rev. and dear Sir, yours very respectfully, 
i a (Signed) Ep. CruicksHank. 
Rev. Thomas Chalmers, D.D. 


Mr. Dunlop to Rev. Dr. Chalmers... 


Randolph Cliff, Dec. 9, 1844. 
Dear Sir,—I enclose two publications connected with American slavery 
(‘* American Slavery as it is,” and ‘‘‘The American Churches the Bul- 
warks of American Slavery ’”’) which have been put into my hands with 
the view of being transmitted to you; and I tru8t their perusal may be 
accessary in inducing you to review the opinions which you have expressed 


' in respect to the momentons question to Which they refer.’ 


; I remain, ‘sincerely yours, 
Rev. Dr. Chalmers. J. Dunuopr. 
Rey. Dr. Chalmers to Mr. Dunlop.” - 


jauio Morningside, Dec: 12, 1844. 
My Dear Sir,—I beg to thank you for your publications, of which I 


"propose to. make ‘a study as soon as I am disencumbered from the load of 
my present engagements. But I should like you to be aware that the 


engrossing duties of a winter class will scarcely admit of a full and. 
satisfactory attention to other than professional subjects during the con- 
tinuance of the session, OS BO ; 
Ever believe me, my dear Sir, yours very truly, 
eae age a ‘’"Phomas’ CHALMERS. 
J. Dunlop, Esq., 7, Randolph CHff. © so re 


[The day after the iast communication was received, the Secretaries 
waited on Dr. Chalmers. They were very courteously received ; and the 
Doctor, although repeating his inability to pursue the subject at present, 
in consequence of his t\engagements, strongly and earnestly deé- 
clared his anti-slavery feelings, and expressed, his intention of fully con- 
sidering the matter before the next meeting of Assembly. e 5) 
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THE FREE CHURCH.—SENTIMENTS OF THE MODE- 
RATOR, THE REV. HENRY GREY. 


- ' (To the Editor of the Witness.) 


Sim,—I feel that, having been called officially to convey the sen- 
timents of others on an important subject, I may be liable to some 
pag 0) as to what are my own. It may have been right for 
oe to America, and carrying no particular in- 
whither they: were to.go, or how they were to proceed, in 
reference to slavery,.to opentheir mission with friendly overtures, 
preparing the way for Christian lation with professing Chris- 
tians on a subject’'on which we 
‘gross: practical error; It may have been well for us to put our- 


Cee Sec dy 


find so many. there implicated in. 


selves in such a position as may give weight and influence to our 
arguments, in determining the well-disposed, and strengthening the 
govd purposes of the wavering. It may be well also, that we should 

ave acknowledged the force of their temptations, and the difficultics 
that ‘their circumstances threw in the way of their doing right, in 
respect of the gtcat moral duty in question. But in regard to the 
matter itself, there is no room for doubt or hesitation, as to the part 


| we are to take, or the side to which we necessarily belong. No plausible 


presentation of their case as slave-holders—no flattering consideration 
of ours, as Free- Churchmien, can bring us a hair’s breadth nearer to 
each other. We must necessarily condemn their position, and must 
proffer them the help of our strong conviction and urgent represent- 
ation of what religion demands in their situation. We find the 
higher and purer class of professors among themselves, the body of 
undoubtedly Christian, people (chiefly found, in the ‘Northern 
States, that have thrown off slavery,) engaged in a struggle against 
this crying enormity—feeling their country dishonoured, ‘and its 
Christianity debased by its existence among them. They are bear- 
ing obloquy and scorn in the righteous cause, and have tlie bitter 
array of worldly selfishness banded against them. Is it for us, if we 
have not stood, or cannot keep altogether aloof, to join the powerful 
against the weak—to strengthen the hands of the oppressor in 
crushing the afflicted? Is our cause of the kind that should seek 
its reste among the most disreputable and reprovable classes of 
the Christian community. 


We are not to ask, in our time and state of society, what kind of 
thing slavery is. What was it that banished it in former times 
from every country worthy to be called Christian throughout 
Christendom ? What renders it so odious within our own shores, 
that no one touching them is suffered any longer to bear its name ? 
e are not so far behind in our Christianity as to need to learn over 
again the anti-slavery lesson taught by Pope Gregory's missionarics 
to the Anglo-Saxons, and renewed by them again when rude Danish 
invaders had inundated them with a brutish and barbarous popula- 
tion. In what country of the world, in its western or its eastern 
churches, has slavery withstood the humanizing, purifying influence 
of Christianity ? The very babes of the dark ages, while they were 


.| unsophisticated by our modern spirit of keen mercantile cupidity, 


could have been our teachers in this matter. This revival of a sin of 
an times can find no defence or apology from the gospel ; and jt 
is strange that any, sprung from a Christian ancestry, through sq 
many centuries and generations, should think of apostolic times as 
affording the best sanction for the most unchristian of practices. It 
is as if a traveller should, in some distant land, light on a community 
of professing Christians, who held polygamy among the higher 
classes, and infanticide among the poor, in the list of thelr legal in- 
stitutions, and who, on being questioned, as to the Christian cha- 
racter of these usages, should justify themselves on the plea that 
they did not find these things decidedly spoken against in the New 
Testament. 


If Christian missionaries may be called to grieve over such practices, 
as not yet grovebch extirpated from a land that has only) recently, re- 
ceived the gospel, as in the heathen cities where Paul first preached, 
what should be said of them if found revived in a highly civilized 
society, where Christianity had been enjoyed in a pure and enlight- 
ened form for a course of ages? But are these customs more 
abhorrent. to the genius of our holy religion than man-stealing, or 
than buying and selling men as merchandise for gain? Or are the 
consequences incideut to such a state of things more corrupting 
and abominable. than invariably attend an extensive and uncon- 
trolled slavery? 9). 


I will not speak of the enormous insolence of the American slav® 


‘| eode'in' many of the States, as coming from men who would admit 
the authority of the commands, ‘‘ Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 


thysclf,”” and, ‘* Do to others as thou wouldest they should do to 
‘thee,”’ or ‘of the flagrant profaneness and profligacy common where 
the system is in fall 4 oriearvaeh but of the simple fact, that three 
millions of people are kept in forcible bondage,’ under a proportion- 
ably small community of masters, whose business in life is to exact 
their labour, and to turn them, and all they can extort from them, 
into property for themselves. Truly ‘we may well say, ‘‘ Their 

old is cankered ; the rust of it shall eat like fire; the cry of the 

ept-back hire of those that have reaped their fields hath entered 
into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth.”’ 


I do not find much force as an argument in the retort, that they 
were not without our concurrence and example in this sin, and that 
we ourselves have but recently wiped off the reproach it has fas- 
tened upon us. For why, being partners with us in sin, have they 
not arers also in our instruction and in our oe teem 
From the time that the enormities of our slave-trade and slavery- 
administration became flagrant, no sin in which we were. involved 
as a nation lay with such grievous weight on our national con- 
science as this,—nothing in which we could feel ourselves to be 
parties through our Legislature, cut so deeply into the feelings, or 
so pungently ex the mind of the Christian community. 
There was long a strongly convinced and earnestly ting mi- 
nority against the crime in our own land; which, if it does not 
clear away our sin as acountry, at least exonerates those who strug- 

led against it, and held out the light of truth to all who were wil- 
ing to follow it. Why did our American’ friends not learn from 
this page of the example that was set before them? They did not 
love the institution simply because it was English ; on the contrary, 
if they had’ not. learned to love it for its own sake, that would have 





been a prevailing argument for rejecting it, 
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For those who, like myself, have lived through so large a portion 
of our home conflict on this question,—who have felt and laboured, 
desponded and revived,—and finally, through God’s mercy in an- 
swer to many prayers, have eventually triumphed,—nothing could 
be more abhorrent to our feelings than to lose the things we have 
wrought, and go back in any form to the sin and error we have for- 

en, I have, in my humble sphere, done what my small measure 
of influence and ability enabled me to do in this cause, for the last 
forty years. I have signed every petition to Parliament, in the 
negro’s cause, and en as many as I could influence from the 
pulpit, and in all other ways, to do the same, I have seen some of 
the wealthy and worldly among my hearers withdraw from my mi- 
nistry, in some cases with violent shew and indignation, because 
of the unpalatable truths set before them. For several years before 
our own emancipation, I, with my family, abstained from the pur- 
c and domestic use of colonial sugar, on account of the guilty 
mode of its production. I cannot, in my case, now be supposed to 
slight or desert the principles on which, upon strong conviction and 
deep sense of obligation, I have heretofore acted. 

aving anxious inquiries addressed to me by the friends of our 
Church’s cause in England, as well as from old anti-slavery asso- 
@ates there and nearer home, I am anxious to give them this assur- 
ance, through your paper, of my unchanging adherence to my set- 
tled and long-avowed principles; in which I trust I shall not be 
found to stand apart in any important degree from the great body of 
my brethren of the Free Protesting Church. If we made a stand 
for our own Christian liberties and privileges, are we not engaged 
to be also friends of the Christian and civil liberties and privileges 
of the rest of mankind ? 

I am, my dear Sir, yours very sincerely, 
Henry Grey. 
24, Warriston Crescent, 17th Dec., 1844. 


The Anti-Slavery Reporter. 


LONDON, DECEMBER 25, i844. 





By a copy of the Witness, which ha’ been forwarded to us, we 


find that public attention in the north is already awakened to the | 


position assumed by Dr. Chalmers, in his letter to Dr. Smyth, of 
Charleston. It appears from a correspondence inserted in that 
paper, and copied from it into our own, that the Secretaries of the 
inburgh Emancipation Society (Messrs. Dunlop and Cruick- 
shank) have applied to the Doctor, to know whether the letter was 
genuine, and that he has acknowledged it. It appears, also, that 
these gentlemen have furnished him with some works on American 
slavery, and that he has promised to study the subject so soon as the 
pressure of his winter engagements‘will permit—at all events, before 
the next meeting of the Free Church General Assembly. We ob- 
serve these prompt movements of the Edinburgh Society with great 
leasure, and we are not at all dissatisfied with the attitude taken 
y Dr. Chalmers, - His language implies an acknowledgment that 
the question raised is one on which he has not thoroughly reflected, 
and that his mind is open to the influence of further consideration. 
We cannot entertain a doubt of the issue to which such considera- 
tion will lead him. 
_ We cannot speak in terms equally satisfactory of the course pur- 
sued by the Wetness itself on this interesting and important occa- 
sion. With quite as much reason, we suspect, as Dr. Chalmers, to 
confess an inadequate knowledge of the subject, the editor of this 
journal does not imitate the discretion of that eminent divine in 
taking time for consideration. He rushes at once into the battle, 
and volunteers a lengthened and elaborate opinion, as though he would 
occupy at once the fastnesses of the public mind, and close up, be- 
fore the discussion can begin, all avenues to a conclusion different 
from his own, As an editor of a public journal, this writer might 
well have waited till some other parties had stated their sentiments, 
rather than have so soon (like him in the proverb) shot his own 
bolt. His temper, we regret to say, is scatcely better than his dis- 
cretion. He not merely taunts the abolitionists of America with 
“bad metaphysics,” but ‘stigmatizes them as ‘ injudicious men,” 
whose ‘violence and absurdity” make them * do immensely more 
mischief than good ;” and who, ‘‘ by their extremeness,”’ “* set a fool’s 
cap on a good cause.” Expressions like these are very far from 
congruous with the 5 yee of grave discussion, and are adapted to win 
little confidence for those who employ them. Least of all ean they 
be ee ina writer who knows so very little of a subject on which 
he has, with such unn haste, written so long an article. He 
sets out with one of the | t pieces of of which the 
editor of a-public journal could well be deemed capable. He thinks 
the ‘question of religious communion with slavehdélders is in this 
country entirely new, imported from ‘‘ the transatlantic abolitionists 
in the course of the last half-year,” and, consequently, ‘“ curious for 
its novelty.” He evidently does not know that, with the Society of 
Friends, this has been-a public and practical rule for many years. 


He is equally unacquainted with the fact that in the great Anti-. 
‘Slavery Goiltention, held in London in 1840, the subject was 


_ expressly brought forward, and resolutions, after full discussion, |, 


re ted upon it. One of these resolutions was in the following 


: 


“That this Convention, vention, while 1 it disclai nb hid Gateivtidtior Weeive 6F dic 
tating to Christian communities the terme of their fellowship, respectfully 
submits that it is their incumbent 


all those persons who, after they have been faithfully warned in the spirit 


of the gospel, continue in the sin of enslaving their fellow-creatures, or 
holding them in slavery— a sin, by the commission of which, with what- 
ever mitigating circumstances it may be attended in their owfi icular 
instance, they give the support of their example to the whole 4ystem of 
compulsory servitude, and the unutterable horrors of the slave-trade.”’ 


The entire series of resolutions was extensively circulated among 
ecclesiastical authorities, including certainly those of the ¢éhurch of 
Scotland, as the Free Church would also have been included, had it 
been then in existence. For many months afterwards the subject 
engaged the attention of many religious bodies in Great Britain, 
whose proceedings were from time to time Ber ng in the Antz- 
Slavery Reporter, and always in harmony with the resolution above 
recited. After all this it is somewhat too bad to fiid a public jour- 
nalist stigmatizing the question as ‘‘ curious from its novelty.” If the 
editor of the Witness pam not possess a more competent knowledge 
of matters of public notoriety, he should write more cautiotsly, and 
ask advice of persons better informed than himself. _ 

As might be expected from such an foeremipation the staple of the 
article is altogether inconclusive and unsatisfactory. The writer begins 
by identifying the punishment of transportation with slavery, in order 
to show that some kinds of slavery may be just. But the annexa- 
tion of the term slavery to a state which, although it is one of coer- 
cion and the partial forfeiture of social rights, is nevertheless 
broadly distinct from it, can answer no purpose but to mystify a 
subject othérwise sufficiently plain. Penal coercion and forfeiture of 
rights is not slavery, and no inferenée can be drawn from one to the 
other. The writer expatiates most freely, however, in references to 
holy writ, and says much about the express satiction of slavery 
contained in the Old Testament, and the absence of dll ptohibition 


of the imagination, the 


of it in the New, as well as that mere pr | agin 
“elose and affectionate fellowship which Paul held with slaveholders.”’ 
The American slaveholders will cordially thank the Wétness for 


such a representation. But let us reply to all that the writer eo 
upon this subject, by presenting to him and to the public the 
following extract from the celebrated speech of the late Rev. Dr. 
Andrew Thomson (whose meritorious services in the cause of aboli- 
tion he so well remembers), delivered at the meeting of the Edin- 
+burgh Society for the abolition of slavery in the year 1830. 


And here, sir, I must be permitted to say a little on the argument for 
slavery drawn from the Holy Scriptures. Our opponents say, first, that 
slavery was permitted in the Old Testament ; and, secondly, that it is not 
forbidden in the New. ' 

Now, sir, I shall not stop to point out the difference that subsists be- 
tween slavery in our colonies and slavery among the ancient Jews. I will 
grant that slavery was permitted under the Old Testament dispensation. 
But what then? The permission was given by Him who is the great pro- 
prietor of all, to answer his own especial purposes in the management of 
that peculiar people, among whom the practice was allowed to prevail. He 
might do the same thirig just now, if it seemed good in his sight. But has He 
done so? Can the slave-holders produce any warrant for making property 
of their black brethren, and reducing them to the condition of slaves? If 
they have any warrant, let them show it, and we will bow submissively to 
the will of Heaven. Show me a case where a man, under the Jewish the- 
ocracy, stole his neighbour and kept him as his property, without the 
sanetion of the Almighty, and yet was approved of in this by the Almighty, 
and so far as this part of the argument goes, I contend no more. On any 
such case, however, I defy the most learned of our antagonists to conde- 
scend. And if slavery obtained in consequence of a divine appointment, 
or a divine permission, we can no more justify our maintaining slavery, 
when we can plead no such appointment and no such permission, than we 
could justify ourselves for sending forth an army to destroy the inhabit- 
ants of any country on the continent, who had not made war against us, 
merely because the Israelites, under the authority of God, went forth to 
slay and to exterminate the Canaanites. This appears to me quite suffi- 
cient to set aside the argument deduced from the Old Testament. When 
our opponents have recourse to the existence of slavery among the Jews, 
they must allow us to have recourse, also, fo the reéasotis for it that are 
assigned in the divine record, which they so triumphantly réfer ‘to. 

As to the, New Testament, I here concede, not that slavery is not for- 
bidden—but that it is not forbidden expressly, or ie idem verbis. 
Still this is nothing to the purpose. It is just in conformity to the 
wise tee prudent mode which the first teachers of our religion fol- 
lowed, under divine direction, in preaching thegospel. They did not 
denounce every iniquitous practice pepo et a day, and rebuke 
those who were addicted to it. ee id not intérni i with éxisting 

: fe ditdrs,  céiintlint then td Be'#bo- 


institutions by name, point out their érrdrs, 
lished, and prescribe what should be substituted in’ their pi 
divinely taught to avoid this, which wolld’Have stirred’ up imivedt 
position to aianity id. given its enemies AA pied ir représtt 

as hostile to the obligations of civil iife atid’ political goveriinedt. | Tr 
general plan was to proclaim such doctrines, and to inculcate such pre- 
cepts as, when believed and obeyed, would bring every species of injustice 
and wickedness to a speedy termination. Of this I can produce many 
éexaniples. Did the apostle Patil attack Nero,, 'tlie great oppressor (and 
man-slayer Of hisday? No; but he taught ar Y which exposed Nero’s 
tyranny to merited abhorrence, and which if Nero had embraced it, would 
have put an end to Kis dritiés. “Did ‘Patil tél! husbands that they should 
not keep their wives as. hese really w ve 
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scourging;’ and even’ i “Wittio 
there being any of thet selliaptheit sons, 
which ‘they were to do three: whereas they could--pnly 
sell a slave once? No; but he laid »stich: injunctions on «parents as 
distinctly and -demoustrated those thingstp. teary to. the, will 
of Heaven, and enforced a conduct towards their children with which all such 
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treatment was at irrecoricilable variatice. This was the way in whieh the | nade to the consciences of slaveholdifi fessor’. “It is nut so 
appointed ee of the gospel proscribed and interdicted those | much the mere fact of staveholditig that is to be " , is 
practices I have adverted to; and in the same way it proscribes and inter- | tenacious persis in it, notwithstanding evangelical 4 and 


dicts slavery. Its preachers did not say to slaveholders or to ¥ 

‘‘ You must immediately set all slaves at liberty |’’ But they said what 

was tantamount to this, and what could not but be received as a com- 

munication from the great Ruler of the world, without producitig that 

effect. It is said in the New Testamént, Ss it had been 8did in the Old, 
‘‘ Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself,”"—every man being there 
affirmed to be our rieighbour ; and if we love our neighbours as ourselves, 
can we keep them as slaves? It is said, ‘‘ Do unto others as you would 
that others should do to you;”’ atid 46 we follow this golden rule, or do 
we not despise it, when we make others slaves? It is said over and over 
again, that all men are our brethren; and is it a token of brotherly 
affection—is it not a conterhpt of the very phrase, when we retain any 
one who is bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh in the condition of 4 
slave; and to quote no more, look at the injunction which the apostle 
Paul lays upon those who were in possession of slaves, and upon all who 
stand in the relation of masters. ‘‘ Masters,” says he, ‘‘ give unto your 
servants that which is just and equal ;’”’—‘forbearing threatening ; 
knowing that your Master also is in heaven ; neither is there any respect 
of persons in him.”’ And if masters give that which is just and equal to their 
servants, will they not first of all give them their freedom ? especially when 
an appeal is made in the way of motive, to Him who is the sovereign Lord 
of both, and who has no respect of persons. And then, sir, what are the 
doctrines of Christianity? The first and fundamental doctrine is, that 
we are all on a level in the sight of God, whether we are black or white 
in the complexion, whether we are masters or slaves—all on a level in our 
sinfulness and liability to perditién—all on a level in our absolute need of 
the grace which is revealed in the gospel—all on a level as to the interpo- 
sition of Jesus Christ, who died upon the cross, that he might be for sal- 
vation to the énds of the earth—all on a level as to the faith we must 
chetish, and the hopes we may entertain, and the character we are to cul- 
tivate, with a view to heaven—all on a level as to the whole of that dis- 
pensation of mercy which has been established by the Redeemer, in 
whom, we are expressly told, there is ‘‘ neither Greek nor Jew, barba- 
rian, Scythian, bond nor free; but Christ is all and in all.’”” And can we 
ever dream of the lawfulness or the sinlessness of making that man our 
slave, or of retaining him in slavery, buying and selling and treating him 
as a beast Of burden—for whose soul, ay, and body téo—both are re- 
deemed by the gospel—Christ shed his infinitely precious blood, and who 
is entitled to look forward with ourselves, privileged as we are, to the 
blessedness of an eternal world? Does not the whole spirit and genius of 
Christianity—do not all its truths and precepts and prospects frown 
upon slavery as a system of rebellion against God, and as one of those 
very fabrics of evil, which it was intended to overthrow? I might easily 
have enlarged on this view. But I flatter myself I have said enough to 
show that those who take shelter under Christianity, as if that afforded 
any countenance to the slave system, are either ignorant or regardless of 
that revelation of divine mercy—that when they appeal to the Scriptures, 
as sanctioning what they are so unwilling to renounce, they do nothing 
less than put a blasphemous commentary on the contents of that sacred 
volume, And it is worth mentioning, that the subject was practically 
viewed in that light by many eminent persons in the earlier ages of the 
church. For instance, Constantine exercised his authority in facilitating 
the manuimission of slaves, allowing the ceremony to be performed on the 
‘Lord’s day, because he considered it a religious or Christian act. Gre- 
gory the Great aerioo! seg his own slaves, and encouraged others to do 
the sdine, on the priticiple that our Redeemer took upon him our flesh, in 
order to deliver us from the bondage of sin; and that, therefore, we 
should give back freedom to those whom the law of nations had deprived 
of it. Many bishops did the same thing, on the same or on similar 
grounds, They did this, not under the gradual influence of the gospél, 
but from the knowledge and conviction that it is directly hostile to slavery, 
and that its true aud enlightened votaries cannot consistently hold human 
beings in bondage. 

To this extract we may add a few words taken from the Appen- 
dix to a sermon 1g rea by the same distinguished divine two years 
before, in which he lays down the then novel principle of immediate 
abolition in the following terms :— 

1 address mysélf to those who profess to be Christians, and to take their 
maxims and fulés of conduct from the Bible, and I ask them whether 
they believe that slavéry implies sin on the part of those who impose it 
on their fellow-creatures? If they answer in the negative, I say again, 
that with such I am not at present expostalating or reasoning. But if 
they answer in the affitmative, and allow that moral guilt attaches to the 
system of slavery, then I would have them to explain the grounds on 
which they would justify perseverance in that system, or defend them- 
selves fo giving it their countenance and support. ‘Were we consulting 
about the propriety Of terminating any commercial or political arrange- 
ment, there might be doubts entertained as to the thing itself being 
accomplished at all, or as to the best period for accomplishing it ; fact 
might be set against. fact, and argument against argument: and such 
calculations might be employed on either side as had no reference to thé 
Bible or the Decalogue, and the whole matter might be settled the one 
way or the other without sacrificing a single popes of the Divine law. 

- Tie moment, however, that a teinigredt of the Divine law, or, in one 
- word, sin, is cotifessed to chardétérise any action, whether it be the action | 
of individdals or of nations, that moment all worldly or secular reaso’ 
is pretladed; no question oT en, or gain is admissible; a slow 
or reluctant abatdonment of what God forbids is nothing better than con- 
tinted 1 of against Kim: and the only Coutse for a gddd and pious. 
jue 18 an instant, and total, and uncompromising réenuncia- 
ice Or the deed, with whatever inconveniences and with 
| tnaly be attended: 
eloquent words would have acted in the’ 
be matter of — i ae @ 
»not practically the question now that it 
‘this period much liglit: has =e 
of @lavery, and many ap have 














remonstrance ; and these bettig teSisted, what farther nieans has b 
brother professor of  jenityiig the crime, than to withhold 
such intercourse as tight 


the Christidti sthtiding of those 
whom he feels it his myn Pd ke? To G6 Otherwise with his 
light, would be to take himself 


ag of other tien’s sins. With 
the slaveholding professors of the United States all mieans of per- 
suasion have been tried, and have been laughed to scorn ; and it is 
time they should be made to understand that, in such & course, the 
tokens of brotherly recognition must be withheld. 

We cannot conclude our notice of this subject without expressing 
our sincere gratification at the letter of the Rev. Henry Grey, 
which, also from the columns of the Witness, we have inserted y 
ariother place. Mr. Grey has, in past years, been a warm friend 
to the cause of abolition, and we trust the expression of his opinion 
now will have great weight with his brethren. 





Tae West India mail has brought us the jinale, as we may hope, 
for the present, of the unquiet proceeditigs in British Guiana. Ahet 
a great deal of bluster, and a most terrific air of Hostility towatds the 
Missionaties, these estimable men have nothing established against 
them, inay, be said to be acquitted by their very adversities, 
The sheriff of Berbice, who libelled them at the cous meetit 
has thought propér to -make tio respotise fo the public call # a 
was made for the evidence by which his allegations botid' Be sus- 
tained. The morfiing after the county meeting a trusty police thes- 
senger was despatched from estate to estate, to see if the people were 
hot unsettled from labour; and in ag instance he brought back the 
reply, **Gone to work.” The day following a Berbice iewspaper 
pe ished -@ tale of riot a8 instigated by the Rev. J. Roome; at Ithaca ; 

ut this rumour is followed by no sheriff’s inquiry; and is contra- 
dicted after twelve days by the Rev. A. Riach, thé champidn of the 
planter party. A few days more, and 4 fire breaks Gtit fi Denferara, 
which is recklessly imputed on the instant to the Hand of an incen- 
diary, and the influence of the Rev. C. Rattray. In this case a 
sheriff’s inquiry was instituted, and it issued in an official declara- 
tion that the cause of the fire was purely dccidetital, adding to this 
that the conduct of the peasantry on its occurrence was mis Se- 
worthy, and that the most active man in endeavoiiring to put a tsb 
to the flaties was one of Mr. Rattray’s principal teicher’. 
Guiana Royal Gazette, which gave currency to thé me 
charge, fully acknowledges its mistake, and professes 4 pléastiré dp 
doing so the sincerity of which we do not call in quéstioti « ‘but We 
must be allowed to remind the editor of that jotirfial that thé food 
name of his neighbours should be handled with a little more care, 
and the information of his correspondents received with a little more 
caution. The informant, it appears, was a Mr. Visser, one of the 
proprietors of a neighbouring estate, to whose statement before the 
sheriff that he told the editor of the Gazette no more than that he 
suspected incendiarism, that gentleman replies by a flat contradic- 
tion, Leaving these parties to settle this quarrel between them- 
selves, we hope they will both of them in future be more cautious, 
and not again diffuse over the whole world a charge of ingendiarism 
against respectable men, at the very best several weeks before any 
contradiction of it can appeat, and in many places which no contra- 
diction of it will ever reach. The Missionaries, thus acquitted, even 
by their adversaries, of all cause of blame, have pursued their course 
of opposition to the Immigration Loan and Ciyil List ordinances, 
by the publication of an address to the proprietors, attorneys, and 
managers of estates in the county of Berbice, justly stated by the 
Congregational Record to be ‘* moderate, explicit, firm, and re- 
spectful.” We have given it entire (omitting, at least, only some 
quotations from Adam Smith) in another column. . 

By the Trinidad papers we find that Lord Stanley has declined 
to recommend her Majesty to sanction the Immigration Loan ordi- 
nance, ‘ until he shall have been put in possession of certain spe- 
cific information on the subject of the increased taxation that may 
be consequent on the passing” of it. His lordship also recommends 


a further attempt to obtain immigrants from Africa, thinking, no 
doubt, that his late measures at Sierra Be ng oa th ‘eflett of 
coercing some poor creatures into the emigrant ships, but also ex- 
tending the power of the emigration agent to the Gambia, . 
The papers from Jamaica reveal to us.a little secret concerning 
ne eager aste of tee Stabley.ta ordering 5,000. Coolies to that 
island. It seems that sore large proprietors rigagees in 
London offered to the Colonia ere ag quirenire for the 
75,0002, unprovided for, assiming the consent of the Jamaica 
















Legislature to the bargain! We agréé with thé Falnioiith Post in 
thinking that these forward gentlemen have been properly"tredtéd. 
In Saint Lucia; we are sorry to say, =— aré not quiet. “While 
proceedings are in course of ion agaist some Of the instigators 
of the late riot in Castries, and two persons (miulattdés), named 
neblentis ep eee) he = ‘ged with repent te § (ete the 
pedsantry by stating that th ernment intended ce them 
again to slavery, further resistance to the law has beer br 
by some tien employed in t he toads, Saimtronses 
‘policemen 1 soldiers ” atid, prisoners éscned: 
unhappy man shot, ate the sibstance’ bt 6 We trix 
Se eae fuct uffairs of this sért w 
j In ‘such a state ‘of ‘the poptlation’ we édhnot bu it 
of great importance that the governor of thé féspéetive islands should 
be at their posts, and that the'actual government should not be left, 
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as in their absence it is, to the president of the council—almost 

always a planter, and thus + disqualified for condueting 

affairs in tranquillity. There is reason to fear: that much mischief 

has already sprung from the rule of planter-presidents ; and we are 

very sorry to learn from our corresporident at St. Christopher's that 

‘the evil is increasing. It appears that both Mr. Drummond Hay, 
of Tortola, and Major Graham, of Nevis, have obtained leave of 

; and our correspondent states that every one of the Lee- 


ward Islands, excepting Antigua, the residence of the Governor-in- 
chief, is now in the unquiet and dangerous predicament we have 
indicated above. 





Ir is now some time since we published, from the Parliamentary 
papers, an account of the condition and treatment of the slaves in 
the colony of Surinam, at which, we are sure, the heart of every 
humane person must havesickened. A grievous aggravation of the 
state of t ings there arises out of the fact, that, although the colony 
is Dutch, a large part of the proprietors of estates are English. In 
the Surinam Almanack there is annually given a list of the estates 
under cultivation, with the names of proprietors and other particu- 
lars.. In casting our eye over this document for the present year, we 
are met by the following names—O’ Ferrall, Young, Leach, Cock- 
erill, Lyon, Frazer, Conolly, Balfour, Tyndall, Christie, Beasley, 
Ferris, Parry, Hamilton, White, Hayward, Herbert, Cameron, 
Bent, Austin, Wentworth, M‘Leod, Caddell, Case, Cook, Mac- 
donald, Smith, Campbell, Mackintosh, Taylor, M‘Bean, Harrie, 
Wilson, Robertson, Gray, Carstairs, Cruickshank, Nicholson, 
Cruden, Gordon, &c. In the hands of proprietors of clearly British 
names we find no less than seventy-one estates out of nine hundred 
and twenty-one, producing cotton, sugar, and coffee, and cultivated 
by about 7,000 slaves. Some portions of the colony appear to be 
almost entirely British property. It is clear, therefore, that in the 
acts of injustice and cruelty daily perpetrated in Surinam our 
countrymen have a large share, that they are to a considerable 
extent responsible for the perpetuation of the system of slavery, 
of which injustice and cruelty are inseparable elements, and that 
they possess an influence which might be most beneficially directed 
to its extinction. ~ Upon a full consideration of the case, the Com- 
mittee of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society have adopted 
an address to British proprietors of estates in Surinam, which 


a in our columns to-day, and to which it may be hoped 
serious attention will be given by the parties concerned. From the 


high character and station of many of them—some of them are even 
connected with the Government—we cannot believe, until evidence 
which we shall deeply regret to receive shall be afforded, that any- 
pg Sposa can be necessary than respectfully to submit the facts 
of the case to their consideration. 





In continuation of our extracts from the Parliamentary papers, 
we present to-day some important correspondence respecting British 
subjects held in slavery in the island of Cuba. It is already known 

“to our readers that the number of such persons is very large 
‘(amounting, it is believed, to several thousands, ) that the individuals 
‘are easily identified, and that vigorous efforts were made by our late 
consul at Havana, Mr. Turnbull, to bring their condition to the notice 
of the British Government. The same course has been pursued by his 
suceessor, Mr. Crawford, and the despatches which we now insert 
redound highly to his credit. We wish we could say they had met 
with the success which in our judgment they deserve, Our heart 
sinks within us, however, when we turn. to the despateh, of; Lord 
Aberdeen, which terminates the correspondence, - ‘On the authority 
‘of the ‘Queen's Advocate, he lays down the principle, that the! fact 
of a slave’s having been taken away from a British: colony before 
* the abolition of slavery is’an effectual bar to his being claimed)as a 
free British subject’; ‘and he seems to think that this’ séttles the 
wag iane Tt appears to us, However, therely to evade it, The ques- 
ion, in ont judgement is, hrc hieth ther a slave in Cuba can be claimed 
asa free British subject, but whether he can be claimed as a British 
subject at all: we are wd willing that he should take his chance of 
freedom when he touches ] rite poll, Now the removal of a slave 
from a British to a foreign colony was made unlawful by statute in 
1810; and it has always ap to us that, as British subjects 
unlawfully removed, their unqualified restoration can be claimed. 
“We deeply regret to find that the Earl of Aberdeen has come, for 
the present, to a different conclusion ; but the matter cannot be lost 
sight of. The country will not permit to be thus quenched in 
despair the hopes which were beginning to arise in the hearts of not 
a few children of oppression and sorrow. 


* 





We have given a few extracts from our American papers and 
co D . In the latter, a fear is expressed that the annex- 
ation of Texas may be effected during the winter by a coup de main. 
Some comments have been made on the letter of a Texan, contain- 
ing observations founded on the assumption that the new president 

exas, Anson Jones, is hostile to the project; we see, however, 





that in the Liberator this is declared to be ‘' all a mistake.” — Presi- 
dent Jones is, according to that paper, favourable to annexation. 
~ It appears that the new victims in the South are not Mr. and Mrs. 
- Fairban aks, bat the Rey. Calvin Fairbanks and Miss Webster; the 
latter being a respectable young lady of ‘Massachusetts, engaged as 
_ teacher in a boarding : ‘and reported to be a niece of the. 
- Hon. Daniel Webster. , We have given the details of this cruel out- 
¢ te Etats ppd re y [eeiiiy > thas s yee 





‘on the 4th instant. 


_ 


We lay before our readers with much pleasure the following 
letter, announcing the gratifying manner in which the address to 
the Haytian people by the Committee of the British and Foreign 
en Society has been received by the Government of 

ayti. ; 


CHARLES ANTOINE PRESTON TO MR. JOHN SCOBLE, SECRETARY OF 
THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 


Port Republican, Nov. 7, 1844. 

Sir,—I have received the letter which you addressed to me under date 
of the 17th of Aug. last, together with the copies of the very philanthropic 
paper which the Society of which you are Secretary has addressed to the 
Haytian people. This address, in which we have recognised the noble 
interest which the English nation takes in the prosperity of our country, 
has been received among us with sincere gratification. We have had it 
translated into our language, and printed in the Feuille du Commerce of 
the 3rd of this month, I send you a copy of this paper. The Govern- 
ment, to which I have forwarded. the address, will promptly circulate it 
in all the departments of the Republic as a small brochure, in order that 
the Haytian people may know to what an extent the English nation in- 


terests itself in the regeneration of the Queen of the Antilles. I have the 
honour of salating you, sir, with the highest respect. 
(Signed) Preston. 


The Manifeste, Haytian paper, notices the article in the Va- 
tional which ascribed the address to the Haytian people of the 
Committee of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society to mer- 
cantile objects. The reply concludes thus :— 


‘¢ Instead of troubling yourselves with exhortations to the philan- 
thropists of the United Kingdom, strive, gentlemen, for the immediate 
and entire emancipation of the human beings whom you hold in debase- 
ment. In that case, assure yourselves that. you will receive from the 
Haytians nothing but proofs of good will. Yet further imitate England. 
Do not meddie in our internal disputes. This is the only way, ‘ to live 
on terms of intimacy’ with us.”’ 





In October last the attention of the Committee of the British and 
Foreign Anti-Slavery Society was directed to the state of those devoted 
friends of human freedom in the United States, who are suffering on 
the charge of aiding the escape of slaves, namely, the three young 
men, Work, Burr, and Thompson, sentenced to twelve years con- 
finement in a penitentiary, the Rev. C. Torrey, and Captain Jonathan 
Walker, under arrest. A»resolation expressiveof the sympathy of 
the Committee was addressed to, each, and forwarded through private 
channels with a letter from the Secretary. As. these resolutions 
have now appeared in the American papers, we give below one of 
aa with the letter which accompanied it, as a sample of. the 
whole :— 


27, New Broad-street, London, Oct. 10th, 1844. 

Dear Si1r,—I have great pleasure in transmitting to you herewith a copy 
of a resolution, passed unanimously at a general meeting-of the Commit 
tee of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, holden at its offices 
It will show you, not only that British abolitionists 
warmly sympathise with you in your present: circumstances, but that, so 
far from regarding the act for which you are now imprisoned: as.a crime, 
they consider it worthy of being followed by every Christian, philanthro- 
pist, and the laws, under which you have been condemned, as meriting 
the indignant reprobation of all good men. t 

You, my dear. sir, and your companions in affliction, will remember 
who hath said, *‘ If; when ye do well and suffer, ye take it patiently, this 
is acceptable with God ;’’ and again, ‘‘ But and if ye ‘suffer. for riglhit- 
eousness’ sake, happy are ye.”’ This is your position. :You have done 
well in seeking to deliver your oppressed brethren from the horrors of 


‘slavery ; you are suffering for righteousness’ sake as a consequence of that 


act. I doubt not that you bear with Christian patience the punishment 
that has been inflicted upon you; and that the ‘privilege of: being truly 
happy is yours, notwithstanding the seclusion, restraint, and privations 
of prison-house. ; ifs 919 9% vere! nose 
cannot but doubt, that, in reference to yourselves, some wise putpose 
will be answered by your imprisonment, and that it will materially tend 


‘to hasten the downfal of that atrocious system of slavery under which 


nearly three millions: of human beings groan, and from which they sigh 
to be deliveredi © 0) ie fe ers ve yu 

Trusting that you may be enabled to bear this trial of your faith and 
patience with Christian magnanimity, and that it may please Divine Pro- 
vidence, in a way honourable. to yourselves and to the great cause for 
which you suffer, speedily to’ deliver you, BH 486 > 

' Tam, dear Sir, with great respect and esteem, 
ai ac TitD Yours very truly, 
Mr. Work. ri 


is Joun ScosBie. 
At a meeting of the 


Committee of the British and Foreign Anti- 
Slavery Society, held at No. 27, New Broad:street, on Friday, 
Oct. 4, 1844,—George Stacey, Esq., in the chair, it was resolved 
unanimously—  , ~— : . 


That, considering the enormous wickedness of American slavery, 
whether viewed in relation to the iniquity of its principles, which de- 
prives nearly three millions of human beings of their personal rights; or 
to the atrocity of its practice, which subjects them to the deepest de- 
gradation and misery: this Committee feel it to be their duty 
publicly and warmly to express their sympathy with those devoted friends 


| of humanity, Messrs. Work, Burr, and Thompson, who are now suffering 


a ogeened imprisonment among felons, in'one of the gaols of the State 
of Missouri, for having attempted to aid some of their enslaved country- 
men in their escape from bondage; and to assure these Christian philan- 
thropists that they consider the cause for whieh they are now incarcerated 
as honourable to them as men’ and as Christians ;‘did thé laws under which 
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they have been condemned as’ utterly dit ee commu- 
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Correspondence. 


THE LEEWARD ISLANDS. | 
To the Editor of the Anti-Slavery Reporter. 


St. Christopher's, 30th Oct., 1844. 

Si1r,—You will see how correct were my views, when, in my letter to 
you of the 30th of July, published in the Anti-Slavery Reporter, I stated 
that the island of St. Lucia was in a feverish state. A disturbance has 
already broken out there, which had to be put down by the military, with 
the expense of one life lost, and several wounded. Whilst it lasted, how- 
ever, the populace broke open houses and stores in search of arms, and 
it seems not a little surprising, considering the spirit displayed, that it 
was 80 easily overcome in the present instance. The great apprehension 
entertained, is, that it is only the precursor of more fearful outbreaks. 
Every island in this government, with the exception of Antigua, the resi- 
dence of the Governor-in-chief, is now under the government of planter- 
presidents ; Mr. Drummond Hay, of Tortola, and Major Graham, of 
Nevis, the Home-appointed Governors, having since left for England. 
There is a report on foot, that Sir Charles is about to proceed on a visit— 
whether of pleasure or of service I cannot tell—to Jamaica, in which case, 
with a planter Governor-in-chief, we shall be in a pretty way. Not that 
Sir Charles is the beau ideal of governors. His obstinate defence of Mr. 
Laidlaw, and his continuance of that gentleman in office, speak trumpet- 
tongued as to that. It would be as well if Lord Stanley would inquire 
into the long list of charges against Mr. Laidlaw, sent in by Mr. Chief 
Justice Glanville, so as to ascertain the cause of their suppression. It is 
well known in Dominica, that, had they been forwarded to the Colonial 
office, as they ought, Mr. Laidlaw would have been removed by Lord 
Stanley, and the dreadfal scenes that have taken place have never occur- 
red: as it is, thé’ wild spirit of disorder, as long as Government thus 
strangely tolerates’ Mr. Laidlaw’s continuance in his post, will rest 
unquelled. Perhaps ‘the people of St. Lucia would have remained 
quiet, had not so contagious an example been afforded them. I can 
assure you, sir, these islands will soon cease to be secure places of resi- 
dence, if Government does not speedily bestir itself, and that to some 
purpose. In this Government, under the auspices of Sir Charles Fitzroy, 
liberal sentiments are at a discount, and planterism and favouritism over- 
whelming and triamphant. Yours, Mr. Editor, 








(From the Congregational Record.) 
ADDRESS OF THE BERBICE MISSIONARIES 


TO THE PROPRIETORS, ATTORNEYS, AND MANAGERS OF ESTATES IN 
‘MES TNE COUNTY OF BERBICE. 

GENTLEMEN,—Between your views and ours, on the subject of immi- 
gration, there exists an unhappy difference. To that difference reference 
was made, ‘in’ our absence, at the first meeting of your Agricultural So- 
ciety, when:the Berbice Missionaries were reproached as not daring to 
state their views *‘ in the face of the intelligence of the community.’’ The 
Berbice Gazette repeated the taunt, attributing to us the most unworthy 
motives. Not disposed to newspaper wrangling, yet fully persuaded that 
the adoption of our views would tend to the real and permanent welfare 
of the colony, we sought an interview with several of your leading men. 
Our object, in that conference, would have been to reason with you—to 
consider your arguments in favour of the measure of the immigration you 
seek—and to state with candour the grounds on which we conclude the 
measure will end in your own disappointment and ruin. Against the scheme 
we should have felt it our duty to remonstrate ; but it was also our inten- 
tion to point out to you other sources of amelioration less hazardous, less 
expensive, and more efficient. Nor did we suppose that such a course, on 
our part, would have been presumptuous. Without arrogating to our- 
selves anything like infallibility, we are persuaded that we occupy the 
most favourable position to form a correct view of the subject. We are 
an independent class of men. From the turmoil of business, and the se- 
puctive influence of the civil list, unwisely made dependent on the immi- 
gration loan, we are alike free. 

The conference, however, failed, owing to the absence, on the day ap- 
pointed, of one of the most influential of your number. {mmediately 
after this failure we learned that our local legislature had, with astounding 
haste, ‘passed all the enactments relating to the scheme in question; that 
in doing so, it was supported by your own financial representative ; and 
backed by a numerously-signed petition: from yourselves. Private con- 
ference:could now be of no avail. The deed was done: » Remonstrances 
must at once be sent to the home Government. In preparing such 
remonstrances, we wished to give you a fair opportunity to defend the 
measures to-which you were committed. We-called a’ public meeting. 
To that public meeting you came, and confessed, ‘‘ inthe face of the intel- 
ligence of the community,” that, though you had petitioned for those 
enactm:nts, you were not prepared to defend them. Having no argu- 
ments of your own, you resolved to have none of ours. The meeting was 
put down by clamour. ay mate 

We entered into negotiations with you for another meeting. Certain\ 
resolutions, calculated to secure a fair discussion, were agreed to. On the) 
day of meeting, however, it was: found that those resolutions were laid 
aside at your pleasure; and the’ chairman, even in his opening speech, 
forgetting the decorum and impartiality expected in his position, offered 
to us, asa body, gross, palpable, and gratuitous insult before the whole 
assembly. Here, again, was an end put to fair discussion. From this 
third attempt to make our-views known to you, we were thus compelled 
éWe aiow-‘make. a; fourth: preliminary to which, we re-assert, as we 
and clearly understood, that we oppose not im- 


noabjections « Withimmigration, carried on at the expense of the parties 
to~betdirectly benefited by, their labour, provided none of the principles 
of justice endi-humesity,are. violated, we can have no right to interfere. 
Any tribe of;amen, apantaneously and at their own cost, migrating to our 
shores, We te welcoms, #3 a part of owt common bro- 
therhoed, — 





Our objections lie against immigration at the public expense ; and 
especially against Asiatic immigration, so conducted. 

We deem it wnjust. If there were no other reasons against it, that 
alone would be sufficient. Of injustice more palpable and gross we can- 
not conceive. The fact is broad and undeniable, that the food and cloth- 
ing of the present labourers are taxed in order to bring in rival labourers ! 
To say that the tax thus paid by a labouring man is a mere fraction, com- 
pared with what some of you pay, is to say nothing to the purpose. If 
it were only a thousandth part of a cent, the principle would be the 
same—justice would be violated. Were all the glowing pictures of pro- 
sperity which your fancy has painted, or your party has promulgated, as 
certain to result from your scheme, to be realized, (against which, how- 
ever, stand all probability, all experience, and fact,) it could not be de- 
fended on the principles of justice. You might, with equal justice, claim 
to be allowed, at the public expense, horses, or mules, or oxen, or 
ploughs, or steam-engines, or anything else that you might regard as a 
desideratum, for the well-working of your estates. A measure founded 
on injustice. cannot prosper. 

II. We regard it as impolitic. It sets at defiance all the established 
maxims of political economy. However desirable to a young and limited 
community may be an increase of its population, it cannot afford to secure 
that increase by the expenditure of its scanty resources. The wise policy 
of such a community would be so to arrange its internal affairs as to make 
it the interest of others, from preference and choice, to cast in their lot 
with them. Such has been the policy of the United States of America. 
They have been built up by spontaneous immigration, to their present 
greatness. But would they ever, at any period of their history, have 
thought of taxing their food and clothing, and of incurring an immense 
national debt, in order to pay the passage of the thousands of Europe 
across the Atlantic? Never! : 

You adopt the reverse of this wise policy. Whilst, as you say, on the 
brink of a general bankruptcy—on the verge of ruin—destitute of that 
amount of capital which is calculated to draw out all the available labour 
around you, you propose to pay seventy-two dollars, or the price of 216 
guilder tasks of work, for the temporary residence among you, for five 
years, of one Coolie; and at the end of that period, you pledge yourselves 
to pay the price of 216 daily tasks more, to convey him back to India! 
Each Coolie, therefore, besides the care of him on his first arrival, and 
during his seasoning, is to cost you, however drunken, however idle, how- 
ever vagrant he may be, 432 guilders! Nay, in order to secure the tem- 
porary residence of 20,000 such, you are willing to incur a national debt 
of half a million sterling! . Nay, further, for the privilege of getting 
under this tremendous burden, you are willing to bind around your necks, 
for years to come, the heaviest civil list that was ever imposed on so small 
a community ! 

Gentlemen, we lament this infatuation. We beseech you to pause and 
consider it. We firmly believe it will hasten on and complete the ruin 
you dread. In order to compete in the British market, there ought to be 
a reduction, and not an augmentation of your burdens. At the end cf 
five years, when these immigrants shall have returned, what will be yor g 
position? You will have alienated and driven away most of your’present 
labourers, and how are the blanks occasioned by the return of your eastern 
labourers to be filled up? Will you incur another half-a-million loan ? 
But the first will not have been paid off, and your protection will be gone. 
Will you go on, then, contracting debt until the resources of the commu- 
nity are entirely exhausted? But we firmly believe that after the first 
influx of Asiatic labourers return home, such will be their report of the 
sickliness of the climate, of the smallness of wages, and of the expensive- 
ness of livirg, that you will get no more to come, if you had the means 
to bring them. We, therefore, regard your policy as suicidal ; and can- 
not help observing the force of the adage with which your organ was 
pleased recently to favour us, as directly applicable to yourselves, Quem 
Deus vult perdere, prius dementat. 

III. We believe it cannot fail of being productive of incaleulable evils, 
Among these evils we may mention— 

First++Great mortality. Look at what has taken placealready. How 
great the mortality during the earlier part of the residence of the late 
Coolies in British Guiana, and how great the mortality on the return passa; e 
home. You say that the mortality which took place at first was not owing 
to the climate, but to neglect; which neglect will be guarded against in 
future. We believe it was owing to both. If there was neglect in the 
first instance, when their introduction was an anxious experiment, and 
when they were indented to particular estates, how much more will there 
be when the importation of thousands is sanctioned by Government, and 
they are left to wander as “strangers in a strange land?” “Their season- 
ing they are sure to have; and many of you know how depressing, and 
heart-sinking, and futal is the effect of that seasoning on those who are 
separated by thousands of miles from the tender care of a mother, a 
sister, a wife, or a daughter. That a large proportion of the Asiatics will 
thus sink and die, is a conclusion to which all our experience and observa- 
tion inevitably leads us. 

Second— Great animosity. It cannot possibly be otherwise. The 
Coolies are a people of other language, other habits, and other religion 
than our native population, The two races entertain towards each other 
a strong antipathy. ‘They will never amalgamate. In addition to this, 
our own people are well aware that the Asiatics are brought in partly at 
their expense, and for the professed and threatened purpose of re- 
ducing their wages. Is it in human nature, umler such circumstances, to 
be free from animosity ? We know the strength of national prejudicse 
and antipathies, irritated by such an outrage on all that is fair and just. 
We deprecate the display of these feelings, whenever they may appear ; 
but an alarming responsibility rests on those who wantonly provoke them. 
Our negro population must indeed be worthy the comparison with which 
they were honoured by the chairman of the late meeting in Hackman’s 
Logie, the chief magistrate of Berbice, when he Jjosoltinely ‘compared 
them to logs of wood, if they can be insensible to stich invidious distinc. 
tion, already but too fashionably made, between themselves and the Axia- 
tics. The sheriffs example, in this respect,’ Cannot “be’ too deeply 
lamented, tor too tarefally ‘avdided *’ the ‘one he’ designates aa“ re 
ers,’”’ the cther he blandly styles, ‘‘ My friendé)'the’Covlies® 9: 9” 

Third Great immorality. ~Thovthe Cuclics soon beevine cacsssite'y 
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fond of new rum, to which they have in this country such a ready access 
will not, we presume, be denied ; for what class of men were so often 
en ina state of filthy intoxication on the road side as they ? 
"he Gomes without wives, too, will be a fruitful source of immo- 
ty, at which we shudder, ' 
combination of evils, under excitement and disappointment, may 
ae to a train of calamitous consequences which imagination herself may 
to picture, 
_For these reasons, we. feel it our duty to denounce that scheme which 
you regard as the panacea for all your woes and wants. We believe ij 
will Snpaciok your expectations, and inyolve you in inextricable 


. But, gentlemen, while conscientious duty impels us thus freely to 
remonstrate agai your ill-advised schemes, we are by no means in- 
different to the distressing embarrassments of which you complain, or 
under which.you labour, On the contrary, we sympathise with you; 
under the full persuasion that whatever is injurious to your interests, 
cannot be beneficial to the interests of the labouring population. You 
allow that we care for their interests—accept our earnest remonstrance as 
an evidence that we are not indifferent to yours; and this the more, as we 
stand also prepared to point out to you some sources of amelioration far 
more economical and effective than the crude and costly scheme of which 
you are enamoured, Amongst these sources of amelioration may be 
mentioned— 

I. Retrenchment. In the management of your estates, in the civil de- 
partment of the public expense, and, above all, in the ecclesiastical grants 
and stipends, there is ample room for retrenchment. Be less lavish in 
the country’s resources. Let us hear no more of such reckless waste as 
your ‘‘ Venezuela,’’ your “ Victoria,’ your ‘‘ Indian Village.’’ With- 
out any reduction whatever in the stipends of our civil officers, and con- 
sequently without the least danger to the dignity and efficiency of our 
local government, a saving of at least 200,000 dollars a year might easily 
be effected. By this means you would be enabled to remove all import 
tax on the necessaries of life. 

Under. the head of retrenchment, we may repeat the inquiry, we have 
frequently put to individuals amongst you—Why, amidst all your com- 
plaints about the scarcity and the expensiveness of labour, do you not use 
that admirable machine, the plough? To this question we have invaria- 
bly received, in reply, Manual labour is cheaper. This confession speaks 
at least one volume against your scheme, Horse immigration, we appre- 
hend, would be more suitable to such a state of things than Coolie immi- 
gration. Machinery, too, would be preferable to the expensiveness of 
crime, 

Il, Marriage. Honour this institution more by your own example. 
This will have a beneficial influence upon the mass; and we need not 
remind you of the well-known fact, that population increases or dimi- 
nishes just in proportion as this institution is honoured or neglected. On 
this subject the remarks of Dr. Adam Smith are worthy the attention of 
the political economist, who prefers the prosperity of the community to 
qvaricious selfishness or vicious propensities. He asserts that— 

‘‘ The liberal reward of labour, by enabling them (parents) te provide 
better for their children, and consequently to bring up a greater number, 
naturally tends to widen and extend those limits (the limits of popula- 
tion). It deserves to be remarked, too, that it necessarily does this as 
nearly as possible in the proportion which the demand fur labour 
requires,’’ &c.—(See vol. i. p. 121.) 

III. Temperance. Here, too, we recommend example. Cease to dis- 
courage, as you too often do, the adoption of total-abstinence principles 
amongst the people. If your labourers are scarce, why weaken their 
energies, reduce their number, and destroy their souls and bodies, too, 
with gratuities of new rum ? 

1V. The Renting or Metairie System. By the fair adoption of some 
such system as this, you would give the labourer a direct interest in the 
exportable produce of the colony. The metairie system, though not, per- 
haps, the most perfect in the world, is nevertheless admirably adapted to 
succeed a state of slavery. It did succeed such a state on the continent 
of Europe, and by it, fifty years ago, five-sixths of the whole kingdom 
of France was cultivated. , 

The principal reason, we presume, why this and other measures, better 

for a state of freedom, have not been adopted, is found in the fol- 
lowing secret, laid open by this same master-miud. He attributes it to the 
** Pride of man which makes him love to domineer, and which nothing 
mortifies so much as to be obliged to condescend to persuade his in- 
feriors!”’ — ; 

As the friends and well-wishers of the whole community, we have ven- 
tured, gentlemen, thus candidly to state our views on the great question 
at issue. If we have spoken plainly and strongly, we design it not offen- 
sively. Our objects may be mistaken, our motives judged, our words 
misconstrued, our acts misrepresented ; but we have counted the cost. 
And, unawed by frowns, unallured by smiles, unintimidated by threats, 
and unmoved by rancorous opposition, we have, and trust we shall have, 
the happy consciousness of having been faithful in the discharge of our 
duty as before God, and in the sight of all men. And in this conscious- 
ness we subscribe ourselves, 

Gentlemen, Yours faithfully, 
Samuget Hayrwoop, 
DantEL Kenyon, 
‘ EBENEZER Davis, 
James Roomeg, 

- JosEPH WADDINGTON, 

Berbice, Oct. 25th, 1844. ; 


Missionaries, 





THE REV. C. T. TORREY. 
MY JUSTIFICATION OF MY ATTEMPT TO BREAK JAIL. 


I HAVE commonly acted on the maxim of the late venerable Dr. Emmons, 
viz., to do what I thought right, and leave to others the business of 
justifying me or not, as they pleased. But in this case, when I attempted 
to do what, in ordinary cases, is a violation of just law, I feel bound to 
depart from my usual course, and ask a hearing. : é 
, First, as to the facts, I obtained from friends, in another city, some 

saws and chisels, with which to escape from prison. No prisoner but iny- | 











self knew where they were obtained, when they came, or who brought 
them. The persons who brought them to me, in the jail, did not know 
what they brought. To them I never spoke or wrote on the subject. I 
had most of the tools many weeks, and all of them for a considerable 
time, before any prisoner knew it. I never asked any prisoner to unite 
with me in the effort to escape. Neither the ‘‘ vigilance of that faithful 
officer, Mr. John Hoey,’’ nor the treachery of Dryer, nor anything else 
but my sickness, and such a degree of physical debility as to hinder me 
from doing my part of the labour and watching, prevented the. entire- 
success of my plan of escape, Sick, myself; betrayed by the counter- 
feiter, Dryer, (who lived on the food I gave him out of pity, and then 
basely betrayed me,) my attempt was defeated. I made all the arrange- 
ments for the effort before I had been a week in prison. The first 
arrangements being defective, I made better ones at a later period. 

Secondly, Why make such an attempt at all? How does it consist 
with your duty to submit as a Christian to undeserved evils, for Christ’s 
sake? Can you justify yourself to Him, as well as to society? My 
answer shall be frank and simple. One of my motives I cannot wholly 
approve, on strict Christian principles. In all other respects, I think I 
have a right to the sympathy and countenance of all honourable and good 
men, in this matter. 


1. When I was committed to jail, every single item of the evidence im- 
pl'eiting me, in the Heckrotte case, was false and perjured ; yet, so care- 
fully planned, as to make it well-nigh impossible to prove it by second 
testimony. Each witness was very careful to have met me alone! One 
man, however, swore to having seen me ‘‘ at my mother’s house in Harford 
county, Md., in 1831 or 1832.”” My Massachusetts readers will laugh at 
so gross aperjury. But the knave was very anxious to identify me! In 
the Winchester (Va.) case, where there is not a particle of true evidence 
agaist me, a false witness had been prepared to give direct testimony 
against me there. Not doubting, from the known character, threats, and 
pay of my prosecutors, that such evidence, to any needed extent, would 
be brought forward, I regarded the hope of escaping it as vain; at least, 
while I remained shut up in prison. 2. From the time of my arrest, the 
whole eligue of slave-traders, slave-catching policemen, /ow slavebolders, 
and their abettors, including one or two of the prison officers, have made 
it their business to abuse and slander me and my friends, with the general 
object of preventing the existence, or at least the expression of any per- 
sonal or Christian sympathy for me. 1 have had ** too many friends”’ 
for their purposes, as they often complained. I found threats, persuasions, 
and falsehoods freely resorted to, to hinder respectable citizens of Balti- 
more from visiting me; and with success. My kind landlady, and the 
young ladies of her family, almost daily called on me, to give mea chance 
to breathe the fresh air, by walking a few moments in the soa yard, 
They are poor; they are not anti-slavery people; but they have human 
hearts, and are Virginians. They were very kind to one almost a stranger. 
This was enough for malice to work upon. 


Suddenly, the young ladies were excluded, with rude insults, from the 
jail yard. The reason assigned was, sach gross lewdness, in the sight of 

If a score of persons, constantly passing, as would imply in me and the 
lady, a degree of shameless degradation that not even rashness and 
drunkenness would excuse in common street-walkers! Such a point is 
not to be argued. Those who deem me capable of such vice, are very 
welcome to maintain their opinions till the judgment-day! This shame- 
less tale was trumpeted about the city. Of course, I was the last person 
to hear of it. It did me much injury in many worthy minds. But ¢@™~ 
no person who circulated it, seemed to be sufficiently respectable to 
justify a direct contradiction or action for slander. It was deemed 
sufficient, therefore, to connect a general demand for investigation as to 
my character and standing, with some other matters, in an article in the 
Baltimore Sun. This, for the time, perfectly silenced the band of mis- 
creants. But they had gone too far to retreat. At this time, Mr. Deane 
Walker, formerly a merchant in this city, but now a respectable citizen of 
Medway, where my family now are, came to Baltimore on business of 
his own. Hearing the flying and lying reports of these persons, without 
saying a word to me, he appears to have made some inquiries of them, as 
so what they alleged against me. ; 


Forthwith they spread the story through the city, as far as they could, 
that ‘‘ Mr. Torrey had long been separated from his wife: and she had 
sent on Mr. D. Walker to obtain evidence to get a divorce from him.” 
So one of them impudently told me. Mr. Walker had brought mea 
kind letter from my wife, and I know her incapable of hypocrisy. One 
of them met one of my counsel in the street, and told his story in triumph. 
When the frequency of my correspondence with Mrs. Torrey was sug- 
gested, as inconsistent with his tale, the wretch dared assail her good 
name. ‘‘She can’t be his true wife,”’ said the creature. How could I, 
a prisoner, in the hands of such beings, tell how far their malice had 
reached? Might they not have poisoned even the confidence of my wife 
and her friends? The.very thought was maddening—I confess that bad 
feelings, in this matter, were not very Christian. They were too muc 
like indignant nature to be very Christ-like. It was not till after my 
attempt to escape, that I received from Mrs. Torrey a letter contradict- 
ing the whole of their atrocious falsehoods, so far as they had connected 
her and her friends with their tales. In thisconnection it should be said, 
that these persons have spared no falsehood to destroy the good name of 
the family in which I boarded. The busiest of these agents of shame are 
a noted slave-trader, und two policemen. Persons, like these, who hunt 
and sell poor coloured people, may be expected to vilify poor white 
persons, when they have an end to secure. 

The time is not yet come for a full exposure of the motives of these 
moeeenes but it is not far off. These slanders determined me to escape 
if I could. 


Thirdly, Surrounded by low defamers, met by perjury in the lower 
courts, I deemed my only chance of justice to be in an ap to the 
United States Courts. This was delayed, first, by the refusal of the 
Maryland judge to take bail, pending the Virginia requisition; and, 
secondly, by the refusal of the United States judges to grant a hearing in 
the Virginia case, till the former was disposed of, by bail or otherwise ! 
I endeavoured to procure bail. Here, too, my vigilant enemies inter- 
posed, by persuasions and threats to prevent my obtaining bail. - Several 
responsible men agreed to become my security, and, in succession, were 
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driven from it by the agency of a certain lawyer, with whom justice has a 
long score to settle yet. : 

Thus deprived of my only hope of a fair trial, my health already broken 
down, and my brain fevered by protracted and close imprisonment ; 
deeming all the charges made against me criminal in those who made 
them, I deemed an escape from Baltimore jail justifiable, on the same 

rinciples on which the escape of Paul was justified, when he was let 
see from the wall in a basket. Let those who judge otherwise, give 
their reasons. I will try to give them due weight. But so long as I see 
slavery to be a Heaven-daring crime, and all laws that maintain it, and all 
persons who enforce them, to be obnoxious to the Divine displeasure, I 
am afraid I shall not be convinced of my sin. 


Fourthly, ‘‘ But the other prisoners: have you no scruples as to the 
escape of men guilty of what you and all men justly deem crimes?” I 
have. 1. The case of Dryer, the counterfeiter, troubled my conscience 
not alittle : not the less so, because he was an old slave-trader. Perhaps 
that is the reason why the press of Baltimore has treated him with so 
much tenderness. 2. There was a boy named Davis, charged with steal- 
ing a rein worth twenty-five or thirty-seven cents., not guilty, as I believe, 
though not a good boy by any means. 3. A man, named Murphy, who, 
contrary to law, had already been confined twenty-four days on suspicion 
only! since discharged. 4. An Irishman, charged with a petty theft, 
committed while so drunk as not to know what he was about. The poor 
man, chained himself, has since that time waited on me in my severe ill- 
ness, with the patierice and kindness of a brother, without fee or reward. 
5. A man charged with aiding in cutting down a Whig pole, while drunk ; 
not a very heinous sin, when sober, though a deed of folly. 6. A man 
called Southmade, charged with stealing a horse and sleigh, charged 
falsely ; a merchant and shipowner in New York, a native of Falmouth, 
Massachusetts, a man of unblemished character, and of large property. 
Such were my room-mates. Casuists may settle for themselves how 
much guilt I ought to feel for risking the escape of these persons. So far 
as myself was concerned, I believe it would please God if I could escape 
with no injury to others, just as certainly as I believe his frowns rest on 
all who keep me in prison, on such pleas as those alleged against me, 
viz., mercy and compassion to the poor of the land. 


Fifthly. ‘‘ But those bullets, that powder, and that torn letter about 
‘ pistols,’ and what not—how do you account for that?’’ I have to say, 
I am not ashamed of the contents of that letter. I have offered Mr. 
Pinkney, the deputy attorney, and also the board of visitors, exact copies 
for publication, (names only omitted,) or for any other use they please to 
make of them. The ‘‘ powder and balls’’ were sent to me by mistake. 
We had no weapons to use them; and did not intend to have any in or 
near the prison, Some of the company insisted on being armed after we 
left the prison. I commend them to all who believe in the right of self- 
defence. -I do not. mn Do 
7.—Betrayed—all the parties save Dryer an e Whig 
Big: S: in heavily Sond, and placed in damp, low arched cells, and 
treated worse than if we had been murderers. Two of the three murderers 
now in this jail haye never been ironed; the third for a few hours only. 
The first twenty-four hours I was loaded with irons, weighing, I judge, 
twenty-five pounds, so twisted that I could neither stand up, lie down, or 
sleep. We had the dirty, damp floor, and one backless chair to sit or 
sleep on. Lighter irons were then placed on me, and kept on twelve 
days ; during all of which, aside from the effects of the irons, I was unable 
to sit up, and most of the time, to get up without help. It would have 
touched any heart, not wholly dead to human feeling, to see poor John. 
Stewart holding up his irons with one hand, and with the other raising up 
the chained and emaciated sick man, and tenderly ministering to his wants 
and his weakness. If I live, and have the means, Leslie shall perpetuate 
it. Instead of reproaches, John constant! cheered me; but for him, I 
should not have lived to tell it. May God bless him! During these 
twelve days, my bed lay on the hard, damp floor. My linen became 
loathsome from filth. The air of the cell was constantly like a confined 
privy vault. [They were cleansing a large vault that for twelve years had 
been undisturbed.] The air is less impure now. Seven of these twelve 
nights I slept none, from pain, and the utter prostration of the nervous 
system. The remaining nights, save one, I slept from one to four hours. 
I am still nearly deprived of sleep, and am unable to sit up. With pain 
I stagger across the floor of the cell, when obliged to go, yet I am much 
On Mdnliet, the eleventh of these days of horror, Mr. Pinkney, the 
acting district attorney, learning my situation from my physician, came 
to see me, and ordered the removal of the irons, and the restoration of the 
comforts and decencies of life, such as my condition required. The humane 
warden, Mr. Steener, assented; but his subordinates refused to obey. 
However, I got my bedstead that day, and the next he was able to enforce 
obedience, and the irons were removed from all. The circulation gradu- 
ally returned to my sleepy, half-paralyzed limbs ; and I am now so much 
better as to indicate that six month’s careful nursing might restore my 
health as it was last June. I am very weak, much emaciated, and my 
nervous system in the same state in which it was in 1835, when I was 
compelled to leave rag oat o8 Seminary, and devote nearly a year to the sole 
usiness of regaining health. 
: Do I complain? God forbid, ‘* Shall I receive good at the hand of 
the Lord, and shall I not receive evil i b Whatever I may deserve at the 
hands of my fellow-men, (and I think it is not chains anda prison,) I de- 
sire humbly to confess my sins in his sight. Let him do with me as it 
seems good in his sight. I am in the power of the wicked, but their tri- 
umph is short. My God, even the living God, is my trust in prison, my 
hope in sickness, and my strength in the day of weakness. I deemed it due 
to him, to my family, to myself, to try to escape from my foes. Having 
failed, I shall submit cheerfully to his will, and strive to overcome evil by 
suffering, which is the next duty. Such is my justification, written on 
my bed, with a feeble hand and aching brain. I believe it will commend 
itself to my friends. If not, to that, also, God will help me to submit 
cheerfully. ‘‘ He is my strength and my shield.” 


CHARLES T. Torrey. 
Baltimore Jail, Celt No. 3, Sept. 28, 1844. 
—Cincinnati Herald. . 3 
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THE NEW VICTIMS AT THE SOUTH. 
(From the Liberator.) 

IMPRISONMENT oF Rev. Mr. FAIRBANKS AND Miss WessteR. 

A fair daughter of the Green Mountain State is in prison! Where? 
Tn the chivalrous state of Kentucky, city of Lexington, almost in sight of 
the shades of Ashland. For what? On the charge of stealing slaves ; 
and two similar and indictments have been f and held to 
bail in the moderate sum of five thousand dollars—and by Ba : want of 
which, is now incarcerated in a loathsome prison, to await her trial next 
March. The following is a statement of the facts, and can be relied on, 
as coming from good authority. 

Miss Delia A. Webster, who has been arrested, and is now confined in 
goal, at Lexington, Kentucky, charged with breaking the slave-laws of 
that state, is a daughter of Mr. Benajah Webster, of Ferrisburgh, Ver- 
mont. She was engaged asa teacher:in a seminary. The Rev. Calvin 
Fairbanks, who is now in prison, and in irons, in the some gaol with Miss 
W., and upon the same ch , isa Methodist minister, who, while 
visiting Lexington, boarded in the same house with her. Mr. F. preached 
once in the Congregational church, in Lexington, while there, to the ac- 
ceptance of his audience ; and soon after three slaves were missing. A 
reward was offered, and every effort made to find them, without success ; 
and upon this failure, suspicion rested upon Mr. F., who was followed 
into an adjoining county, arrested, brought back, and imprisoned, 
Shortly after, Miss Webster was waited upon by the authorities at one 
o’clock at night, and the inspection of her trunk demanded, which 
she acceded to without objection; and on the following day, (the 27th 
Sept.,) she was arrested and imprisoned, and has since had three indict. 
ments found against her, has been held to bail in the sum of 5,0@0 dollars, 
and now awaits her trial, which takes place in March. 

We understand the main cause of suspicion against her, consists of a 
letter, alledged to have been found among her papers, speaking of her 
acquaintance with Mr. Fairbanks, while at the same house with 
her, and of general remarks about slavery; and last, though perhaps not 
least, that she happens to be a northern lady. 

Miss Webster is a respectable young lady, ofa worthy family, well edu- 
cated, and of fair talents, and denies ever having uttered an abolition 
sentiment in Kentucky, except one time, when im nently being yd 
tioned on that subject, she said she wished the slaves were all back in 
Africa, and she would be willing to spend her days in teaching them, for 
they had souls. Her father is well known by the citizens of Ve es 
and Ferrisburgh, to have been always hostile to abolition in any form ; 
indeed, has been noted for his ultra opinions on this subject. 

Miss Webster was poor, dependant wholly on her own exertions for 
support. Should she be found innocent, as we doubt not she will be upon 
trivl, she is wholly ruined in her circumstances by the heavy expense 
which her defence will entail upon her, as we understand the attorney’s 
fees of her lawyers amount to between seven hundred and a thousand 
dollars! Surely this is southern chivalry, with a vengeance, 

The charge of ‘ negro stealing,”’ as it is termed by the Kentucky jailor, 
amounts to nothing more than a supposition of being an abolitionist. A 
young lady, poor, and teaching a seniinary for a eb could have no 
money to spare, to buy negroes or to hire others to steal ; and as she had 
never left her employment before her arrest, she could not, of course, 
have been personally concerned in enticing or helping away slaves. 

G. D. Jewerr. 


Vergennes, Nov. 4, 1844. 





Colonial kEntelligence. 


Jamaica.—Immicration.—The sentiment of the community in 
general is quite unfavourable to further outlay from the public treasury 
for immigration purposes: that sentiment is founded on long experience, 
dearly paid, for and is fully participated in by ourselves, in common with 
the expressed viewsof mest of the members of the honourable House, so far 
as we could gather their opinings from their election speeches. We trust, 

ly will not, in these times of distress, vote any 
more money for this doubtful speculation; and that if they do suffer 
themselves to be induced to accept of the exceedingly problematic boon, 
in the shape of the grant spoken of a little while ago, they will apply the 
eash to improvements likely to yield a in return of permanent and 
extensive benefit to the colony.— Falmouth Post. ’ 

Tae Vero.—lIn a late number, our readers were informed that, 
when the subject of Hill Coolie immigration to the West Indies, for the ap- 
proaching season, was in contemplation by the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, some gentlemen in London, possessing large in Jamaica, 
and others equally interested as mortgagees, stepped forward and offered, if 
the Government would direct that, instead. of 2,000, (the expense for 
bringing which was provided for by the grant of 30,000/. during the last 
Assembly,) the number brought should be 5,000, they would guarantee 
the payment of the additional 75,000/., relying on the assent of our colo- 
nial legislature at its meeting, to free them from the responsibility in 
which they thus involved themselves. The h ' House has not, 
however, thought proper to meet this offer with that ‘liberality’ which 
was expected ; but has determined to take 2,000 only, the number for 
which the grant of last session was made. With reference to the pro- 
posed guarantee, we think our representatives have done well to dispense 
with that offer. The gentlemen who made it have, no doubt, as much in- 
terest in the colony as any of the resident proprietary of the island; but 
if the Legislature had pledged itself to this step, on the part of the Lon- 
don proprietors, it would have set a very dangerous precedent. Here- 
after, the West India body in England might have taken upon themselves 
to volunteer the guarantee for a lai amount under a similar expecta- 
tion, but on a subject in which the Assembly could not coneur with them. 
In such a case, the refusal to recognize the act as conferring any obliga- 
tion on the colony, would lead the parties in the mother-country to say— 
““ We did so before, an you relieved us of our ibility in the mat- 
ter; of course, we concluded that you would a ept of the same kindness 
in this case.’’ Thus the prerogative of the colonial Legislature might. be 
frittered down to a mere nonentity, and the management of the island 
funds be’ transferred to an external control.—-Jbid. = kk 
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Sr. meg Hp eso sy on the late a of wd Jamaica House 
of Assembly, the boiry Laagi ress says :—‘‘ To us it is particularly gra- 
tifying to see the opinions we have all along entertained and expressed, 
are making their way amongst the most ultra advocates of immigration at 
_ the expense of the public, and it now seems to be admitted by our con- 

temporaries in Jamaica, who were most violent in their attacks upon us 
for giving publicity to such opinions, they have now discovered that after 
rota y exper 128,271. 16s. 5d. sterling, the sdrantnge is still pro- 
blematical. For the sake of our fellow-colonists, the ent planters in 
Demerara and Trinidad, the failure of this iniquitous scheme in the lead- 
ing colony of Jamaica, we trust, will induce Lord Stanley to withhold his 
sanction to it, as far as it will affect our sister Crown colonies.” 








Anticua.—Lapour aNp Propuce.—We believe that it may be 
asserted with truth that not more than one-third of those who, during 
slavery, were employed in the field-labour of estates, are now conti- 
nuously occupied in that work; or it may he more correct to say, that 
not more than one-third of the amount of the manual labour which was 
formerly dedicated to the growth and manufacture of our staples, is so 
engaged now. We have been told so by persons competent to judge, and 
from our own observations we are convinced of it, A great many have 
withdrawn from sugar cultivation altogether ; the boys and girls who used 
to form the weeding and grass gangs of an estate are no longer there; 
many work only occasionally as jobbers, when their own independent set- 
tlements do not require their presence ; others confine their labour, to three 
or four days in the week, and very few give six days. Notwithstanding, 
however, this enormous limitation in the amount of labour actually ap- 
plied, notwithstanding the idleness, and thieving propensities, charged 
against the peasantry, the first ten years of freedom, with one-third the 
number of labourers, have given at least as large, and I believe, larger 
average crops than the last ten years of slavery, with three times the 
hands. How is this fact explained, and how does it comport with the 
heavy and abounding complaints which we constantly hear? and -how 
does it affect, or bear upon the future prospects of the island? We should 
like to see the subject handled by some intelligent practical man, for 
really it suggests matter for consideration of vast importance, and well 
deserving of mature and dispassionate consideration. It would also be 
satisfactory, and probably useful, to see correct comparative statements of 
the expenses of an estate during slavery and freedom : for instance, what 
were the expenses of an estate that made 100 hogsheads during slavery, 
and what are the expenses of the same now, making the same quantity of 
sugar? Such and similar inquiries would enlighten, and lead to far dif- 
ferent results, than the mischief and ill-feeling which is created by the 
dogmatism and gratuitous railing which we so frequently hear in conver- 
sations and discussions relating to the state of the island. It is certainly 
consolatory to reflect, that, whatever may have been the fate of some other 
islands, the average crop of Antigua has not diminished since emancipa- 
tion, although she has had to strive against the disastrous effects of an 
- unprecedented physical evil, which the others in a great measure escaped. 
The prospect, at present, for next year is exceedingly favourable, and with 
a continuance of seasonable weather, and the blessing of God upon our 
agricultural exertions, the ensuing crop is likely to be as large as the pre- 
sent.— Observer. 





St. Vixcent.—The Election law, passed in this island, has been 
disallowed by her Majesty’s Government. The reason assigned is, that 
“ it increased the qualification of voters.’’—Morning Chronicle. 





7 Foreign Entelligence. 





Unitep Srates.—Evection or Mr. Porx.—Extract of a letter to 
Joseph Sturge, dated Philadelphia, 11th mo., 18th, 1844.—‘‘ I have de- 
layed replying to thy letter thus long, in order that I might be able to 
give thee a little definite information as to the progress of liberty in this 
land. No doubt the electors understood to be in favour of electing James 
K. Polk have succeeded : the Whigs say, it was because the Liberty Party 
voted for James G. Birney! They are very angry at us ‘ for defeating Henry 
Clay.’ True-—had our votes and influence been cast in favour of the 
Whig candidate, he would probably have been elected ; but it appears to 
me to have been caused by his and their truckling to the South. They 
have served the devil upon trust, and been cheated out of their pay at 
last—just what they might have expected. Pretending to be ‘ the most 
favourable party,’ they nevertheless bowed down before ‘the dark 
spirit of slavery.’ We therefore could place no confidenee in them, and 
determined thenceforth to vote for such, and such only, as we knew to be 
unchangeably in favour of the immediate abolition of slavery. If it has 
defeated ‘the most favourable party,’ it is no concern of ours. The 
effect will, in all probability, be, that henceforth we shall never see two 
slaveholders set up at the same time as candidates for the Presidency. It 
is very doubtful whether either party will venture to set up a slaveholder. 
Hitherto Northern men, and even many Abolitionists, were not true to 
their principles, whenever the hour of trial came. Such men as David 
Lee Child, Daniel L. Miller, jun., Cassius M. Clay, and others, advo- 
cated voting for a slaveholder ‘ this once ;’ and so long as Abolitionists 
could be made to yield ‘ for this once,’ the slaveho!ders and their Northern 
coadjutors did not care a fig for us or our principles. 

** At our Governor’s election in this city and county, we had 112 votes ; 
at the Presidential election, we had increased 227, and would have had 
many more, had it not been for the nomination of James G. Birney by 
the Democrats of his neighbourhood, as a representative in the Legisla- 
ture of Michigan, and the numerous falsehoods —forged certificates of 
oaths pad ro: oy toblty etna erantingwntia ics the kind. We, who 
knew James G. Birney, ese charges, letters, oaths, certifi- 
cates—and pronounced them to be for, and falsehoods, as in fact 
he ee ee glad of an exduse for beaieting to vote 
‘ this once.' ‘hed ee Liberty votes in Pennaylyarila for Governor, 
1 have not yet heard how many we have hud for President in thie State | 





reports vary from 3,000 to 5,000; probably it is a little below 4,000; 
neither have we heard what was our vote in New York; report says» 
from 15,000 to 20,000. This is not as large as we had reason to expect 
some time ago; but such various circumstances were brought to operate 
on our vote, that it is wonderful our New York friends were able to hold 
their own without any increase : nevertheless, upon the whole, there can- 
not be a doubt but that the Liberty Party has not only held its own, but 
has considerably increased our vote ; and I now look forward to the day 
when we shall be able to drive the Whigs and Democrats, Mobocrats, 
Slaveocrats, and all other Crats, to amalgamate into our party, in order 
to try and defeat the Liberty Party. So soon as we can accomplish this, 
then you may know that our success is certain. Slavery cannot last five 
years after the abolition of slavery is made the dividing line between the 
two great parties of this nation. The struggle will be great—die it must 
—but it will die hard, as is common with monsters.’’ 


Snavery as it Is.—We have rarely met with a more revolting 
instance of inhumanity and hypocrisy, than the one recently related at a 
public meeting at Cincinnati, by the Rev. Mr. Boucher, a Methodist 
minister, who formerly resided at the South. While he was on the Ala- 
bama circuit, he spent a sabbath with an old circuit preacher, who was 
also a doctor, living near the Horse Shoe, celebrated as General Jack- 
son’s battle-ground. Early Monday morning he was reading Pope’s 
Messiah to Mr. Boucher, when his wife called him- out. Mr. Boucher 
glanced his eye out of the window, and saw a slave man standing by, and 
the husband and wife consulting over him. Presently the Doctor took a 
raw hide from under his coat, and began to cut the half-naked back of the 
slave, Several inches of the skin turned up perfectly white at every 
stroke, until the whole back was red with gore. At first the lacerated 
man cried out in his agony ; at which the Doctor and divine cried out at 
every stroke, ‘‘ Won’t ye hush? Won’t ye hush ?” till finally the slave 
stood still, and bore his tortures with only a groan. As soon as he had 
completed his task, the Doctor came in, panting, and almost out of 
breath, and, addressing Mr. Boucher, said, ‘‘ Won’t you go to prayer with 
us, sir?’? The amazed circuit rider fell upon his knees and prayed, 
uttering he hardly knew what. When he left the house, the poor creature 
of a slave had crept up and knelt at the door during prayer, with 
his body gory with blood down to his very heels.—Congregational 
Journal. 


Emancipation 1N Viratxta.—The noble examples set by 
Cassius M. Clay, Dr. Brisbane, and others, in the way of emancipativn, 
with not only leave to remain in this country, but‘provision for a fair start, 
are likely to be followed by not a few benevolent Southerners. A worthy 
and intelligent correspondent, who resides in Orange county, Virginia, 
writes us under date of Oct. the 2nd, as follows:—‘‘ One of our neigh- 
bours has recently died, liberating all of his servants, (I believe about 
fifty-four,) all of whom recently set out for Ohio, where they are to be 
comfortably located on land of their own, which is to be bought by the 
agent who takes them out. His character is a guarantee that they will 
be advantageously located, and thus be enabled to do well for themselves. 
A likelier company of coloured persons I have scarcely ever seen on one 
farm.’’—Baltimore Saturday Visiler. 


Horrisite.—The. following narrative was related to a friend 
during a recent visit to Orange County, in Illinois :—‘* Some time since, 
a stranger came into that county, so white that he was not suspected of 
having any African blood in his veins. After residing there some time, 
he married a white woman, went to housekeeping, and was quietly enjoy- 
ing the comforts of domestic life, sustaining the character of an honest 
and upright man, when an old acquaintance of his visited the neighbour- 
hood, and recognized him as the slave of a Kentuckian. He gave the in- 
formation to some of the neighbours of the white fugitive, two of whom, 
(one formerly a member of the Society of Friends,) waylaid the poor man, 
caught him, conveyed him to his former master, and continued there until 
the object of their cupidity was sold, that they might obtain a part of the 
price as the reward of their diabolical act.’’—Free Labour Advocate. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. J. Leavitt to Mr. Soul, dated 
Boston, Nov. 29, 1844 :—‘* We are momentarily expecting the result of 
poor Torrey’s trial. His wife and her father, and a brother of his own 
mother, are in attendance withchim. We have but the slightest hope that 
he will escape the penitentiary. We shall not abandon him in his prison, 
and hope you will not. We do not yet hear from Walker, but have made 
the best provisions in our power for his defence.’”” ‘‘ We have no small 
fears that the annexation of Texas will be carried by a coup de main this 
winter.’’ 


Cuurcu Action.—Extract of a letter from H. H. Kellogg, 
President of Knox College, Galesbury, Illinois, dated November 3rd, 
1844 :—‘‘ The synod of Piona is composed of four Presbyteries, and em- 
braces all the Presbyterian ministers and churches in northern I!linois— 
some sixty to eighty ministers and churches. I think I onee mentioned 
to you that, of all these ministers and churches, I had no fear of unsound- 
ness on the question of slavery, except in one case; but I am happy to 
say they have proved true. A lady lately moved from Baltimore to 
Chicago, who was a slaveholder in Maryland. She was a member of one 
of the Presbyterian churches in Baltimore, and brought a letter to unite 
with the second church in Chicago. The session of the church refused 
her application. To the first church she made no application— 
as the session of that church had recently excommunicated a mem- 
ber for slaveholding—he having had a slave bequeathed to him, and 
having hired him out in a slaveholding state, and received the 
avails of his labour. In our village and the vicinity, the vote stood— 
for Polk, 17; for Clay, 41; for Birney, 88. You will see we are 
Birney’s friends.’ 
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